
Advisory Committee 
February 27, 2013 

Felix Juliani Meeting Room, Town Hall 
 
David Murphy called the meeting of the Wellesley Advisory Committee to order at 7:00 p.m.  
Those present included Bob Capozzi, Tom Engles, Becky Epstein, Marjorie Freiman, Ann-Marie 
Gross, Laura Hockett, John Hussey, Catherine Johnson, Lucy Kapples, Andy Patten, Ann 
Rappaport, Deb Robi and Rich Woerner. 
 
Citizen Speak 
 
None 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
David Murphy, Chair, asked for a review of the minutes of February 13, 2013.  Ann Rappaport 
requested a language change with no objections. A motion was made by Ann-Marie Gross to 
approve the minutes as amended.   Laura Hockett seconded the motion and the minutes were 
approved unanimously.   
 
Hills Branch Library Chimney- Article 20 
 
Beth Sullivan Woods, Chair of the Trustees of the Wellesley Free Libraries gave the report.  
Hans Larsen, Executive Director for the Town of Wellesley as well as Terri Tsagaris, Chair and 
Ellen Gibbs, Vice Chair of the Board of Selectmen provided additional information.  The 
Community Preservation Committee has been approached for funding for the project.  The cost 
estimates from two preservation consultants have been submitted for review by PBC, which will 
meet on March 7th     to review the costs of the project.  The final budget and cost estimates will 
be submitted to the Community Preservation Committee at a meeting on March 13th.  At this 
time, the cost of the project has not been finalized nor has it been determined what portion of the 
project CPC will fund.    
 
Questions were taken from the committee members. 
 
Branch Library Maintenance Responsibility- Article 21 
 
Hans Larsen, Executive Director for the Town of Wellesley and Terri Tsagaris, Chair and Ellen 
Gibbs, Vice Chair of the Board of Selectmen presented the report.  Article 21 of the Warrant for 
the Annual Town Meeting deals with whether the Town will be responsible for the upkeep and 
repairs of the branch library buildings.  Voter referendum to deal with the operating expense was 
defeated in 2006.  The branches were closed, but reopened in 2008 after local fundraising efforts 
were successful.  At that time a formal agreement concerning the responsibility for the building 
maintenance was never undertaken. This article will place the on-going building maintenance for 
these two facilities up for consideration by Town Meeting. 
  
Questions were taken from the committee members. 
 
Linden Square Volkswagen Leases Extension- Article 26 
 
Hans Larsen, Executive Director for the Town of Wellesley and Terri Tsagaris, Chair of the 
Board of Selectmen presented the report.  Article 26 of the Warrant for the Annual Town 
Meeting will allow amendments to the development agreement for Linden Square with Lindwell 
SC Inc., Lindwell OP, Inc. and Lindwell Realty Trust for the continued use and operation of the 



Volkswagen facility.  Two previous amendments have extended the use of the site as a Class I 
dealership until the end of 2013.  This 3rd amendment will allow for a longer-term lease until 
12/31/33.  It is the tenant’s intent to make renovations to the building and property, provided all 
the permits are secured by April 1, 2014.  The work will be completed in two years after that.  If 
for any reason, they are unable to secure the permits, the Town will have the option to void the 
3rd amendment.   
 
Questions were taken from the committee members. 
 
Aqueduct Parcel Acquisition- Article 22 
 
Hans Larsen, Executive Director for the Town of Wellesley and Katherine Babson, Board of 
Selectmen gave the report.   Article 22 of the Warrant for the Annual Town Meeting proposes 
the Town file special legislation to ac quire a 5.59 acre portion of the Cochituate Aqueduct.  This 
portion will join the section already owned by the Town.  One approach would be for the Dunkin 
Donuts franchisee to buy the property, incorporate a small portion into its existing property and 
and sell the rest of the Aqueduct property to the Town for a nominal amount.  The Dunkin 
Donuts franchisee would increase the site’s parking capacity, while agreeing to clean-up trash on 
the property, plant thirty trees and give consideration to the wetlands issues.  The Town would be 
responsible for the maintenance of the open spaces, two culverts and the historic structure of the 
gatehouse.  
 
Questions were taken from the committee members. 
 
Marijuana Fine for Public Consumption_ Article 33 
 
Terri Tsagaris, Chair of the Board of Selectmen gave the report.  Article 33 of the Warrant for 
the Annual Town Meeting seeks to prohibit the smoking, ingesting or consumption of marijuana 
on any Town property by assessing a $300 fine.   
 
Questions were taken from the committee members. 
 
Medical Marijuana Dispensaries- Article 32 
 
Terri Tsagaris, Chair of the Board of Selectmen gave the report.  Article 32 of the Warrant for 
the Annual Town Meeting proposes a moratorium on the establishment of Marijuana 
Dispensaries to remain in effect until June 30, 2014.  The Department of Public Health is still 
working on the regulations and possible zoning changes will need to be considered after these 
regulations are finalized.   
 
Questions were taken from the committee members. 
 
Consumption of Alcohol in Town Buildings- Article 36 
 
Beth Sullivan Woods, Chair of the Trustees of the Wellesley Free Libraries gave the report.  
Article 36 of the Warrant for the Annual Town Meeting addresses the issuance of one day 
permits to allow alcoholic beverages in public buildings other than school buildings.  A review 
of other municipalities found a one day usage being permitted.  The Board of Selectmen would 
like to study the issue further and present this item at a subsequent Annual Town Meeting.  No 
motion will be made on this item at this time. 
 
 
Questions were taken from the committee members. 
 



Discussion of Sources and Uses of Funds 
 
Hans Larsen, Executive Director of the Town of Wellesley and Terri Tsagaris, Chair of the 
Board of Selectmen presented information for discussion.  The Board of Selectmen proposal for 
closing the budget shortfall was reviewed.  A reduction in health insurance of $580,000, use of 
additional free cash in the amount of $350,000, a reduction in expenses in the Council of Aging 
by $25,000, as well as a possible decrease in the school budget of $450,000 are being considered.   
 
Questions were taken from the committee members.   
 
Discussion of Articles and Votes on Articles 4, 5, 6, 7, 13, 15, 19, 23, 25, 34 
 
David Murphy, Chair asked each Committee member to review the particular article they were 
assigned prior to the vote. Votes were taken on the following articles by a show of hands as 
follows: 
 

Article 4 – To see if the Town will vote to amend ARTICLE 31 of the Town Bylaws by 
making changes in Schedule B entitled “Salary Plan- Pay Schedule” established under 
Section 31.6 which constitutes part of said Bylaws; to raise and appropriate, or 
otherwise provide, money therefor; or take any other action relative thereto.  (Human 
Resources Board) 

 
   MOTION 1 

The Human Resources Board (HRB) seeks Town Meeting approval to amend Schedule B:  Salary Plan - Pay 
Schedules for the Series 40 employees. Schedule B sets the rates of pay for all Town employees except 
School Department personnel, MLP employees, Retirement Board staff and managers who have employment 
agreements with the Board of Selectmen. The proposed Schedule B adjusts the Series 40 salary schedule to 
grant a 2.0% pay rate increase for the entire group. 

Ann-Marie Gross made a motion that the Advisory Committee recommends favorable 
action on Motion 1, Article 4.    The motion was seconded by Laura Hockett.        

  
Disposition:  Motion 1, Article 4 was recommended for favorable action by a show of 
hands, 13 to 0. 
 

   MOTION 2  
The HRB seeks Town Meeting approval to amend Schedule B:  Salary Plan - Pay Schedules for the Series 50 
employees by adjusting the salary ranges 

  
Ann-Marie Gross made a motion that the Advisory Committee recommends favorable 
action on Motion 2, Article 4.    The motion was seconded by Laura Hockett.        

  
Disposition:  Motion 2, Article 4 was recommended for favorable action by a show of 
hands, 13 to 0. 

 
   MOTION 3  

The HRB seeks approval for an appropriation of $130,000 to fund the Merit Pay Plan for Series 50 and 60 
employees and a reserve for mid-year adjustments. 

Ann-Marie Gross made a motion that the Advisory Committee recommends favorable 
action on Motion 3, Article 4.    The motion was seconded by Laura Hockett.        

  
Disposition:  Motion 3, Article 4 was recommended for favorable action by a show of 
hands, 13 to 0. 

 



Article 5 – To see what action the Town will take to fix the salary and compensation of 
the Town Clerk as provided by Section 108 of Chapter 41 of the General Laws, as 
amended; or take any other action relative thereto. (Board of Selectmen) 

 
Ann-Marie Gross made a motion that the Advisory Committee recommends favorable 
action on Article 5.    The motion was seconded by Laura Hockett.        
 
Disposition:  Article 5 was recommended for favorable action by a show of hands, 13 to 
0. 
 
Article 6 – To see if the Town will vote to accept the provisions of Section 19 of Chapter 
188 of the Acts of 2010, which amends Section 103 (j) of Chapter 32 of the Massachusetts 
General Laws giving the Contributory Retirement Board authority to increase the 
maximum base on which the cost-of-living increase is calculated for retirees of the 
Wellesley Retirement System from $12,000 to $15,000; or take any action related thereto. 
(Contributory Retirement Board) 

 
Ann-Marie Gross made a motion that the Advisory Committee recommends favorable 
action on Article 6.   The motion was seconded by Laura Hockett.        

 
Disposition:  Article 6 was recommended for favorable action by a show of hands, 13 to 
0. 
 
Article 7 – To see what sums of money the Town will raise and appropriate, or otherwise 
provide, including transfer from available funds, or borrowing, to supplement or reduce 
appropriations previously approved by the 2012 Annual Town Meeting; or take any other 
action relative thereto.  (Board of Selectmen) 

 
 The item was postponed definitely until March 2, 2013 meeting with no objections. 
 

Article 13 – To see if the Town will vote pursuant to Section 53E1/2 of Chapter 44 of the 
General Laws, as amended, to authorize/reauthorize the establishment of one or more 
revolving fund(s) for the purpose of funding the activities of certain departments of the 
Town; or take any other action thereto. (Board of Selectmen) 

  
Ann-Marie Gross made a motion that the Advisory Committee recommends favorable 
action on Article 13.   The motion was seconded by Ann Rappaport.        

 
Disposition:  Article 13 was recommended for favorable action by a show of hands, 13 to 
0. 
 
Article 15 – To see what sum of money the Town will raise and appropriate, or otherwise 
provide, to the Board of Public Works, for the cost of architectural, engineering and/or 
other services, for preparation of plans and specifications, for construction, 
reconstruction, and/or rehabilitation of street, sidewalk, wall, foundation, supporting 
structures and/or drainage construction related to the Wales Street Bridge and 
approaches thereto; to determine whether such sum shall be raised by taxation, through 
borrowing and/or by transfer from available funds; or take any other action relative 
thereto. (Board of Public Works) 

  
Ann-Marie Gross made a motion that the Advisory Committee recommends favorable 
action on Article 15.   The motion was seconded by Laura Hockett.        
 



Disposition:  Article 15 was recommended for favorable action, by a show of hands 13 to 
0. 
 
Article 19 – To act on the report of the Community Preservation Committee on the fiscal 
year 2014 community preservation budget and, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 
44B of the General Laws, to appropriate or reserve for later appropriation monies from 
Community Preservation Fund annual revenues or available funds for administrative 
expenses of the Community Preservation Committee, the payment of debt service, the 
undertaking of community preservation projects and all other necessary and proper 
expenses for the year; or take any other action thereto. (Community Preservation Committee) 

 
  MOTION 1 - Administrative Expenses and Appropriations to Reserves 
  

1.  Administrative Expenses. The Community Preservation Act (CPA) permits the appropriation of 
up to 5% of estimated annual revenues in the Community Preservation Fund for administrative purposes. The 
CPC has requested an appropriation of $63,000 (5% of estimated FY13 revenues) for this purpose. The CPC 
uses a portion of these funds for consultants and other support to better define, shape, and analyze potential 
projects. Any funds that are not expended in any fiscal year are returned to the Community Preservation 
Fund. 

 

2.  Appropriations to Designated Reserves. The CPA requires the Town, in each fiscal year, to 
appropriate or reserve for future appropriations a minimum of 10% of the estimated annual revenues in the 
Community Preservation Fund for each of three designated purposes: Historic Resources, Open Space 
(excluding Recreation) and Community Housing. Based on the estimated FY14 annual revenues, the CPC has 
requested that $145,000 (slightly more than 10% of estimated FY14 revenues) from the Community 
Preservation Fund be reserved for each of these three purposes, totaling $435,000. 

 
Ann-Marie Gross made a motion that the Advisory Committee recommends favorable 
action on Motion 1, Article 19.   The motion was seconded by Laura Hockett.        
 
Disposition:  Motion 1, Article 19 was recommended for favorable action, by a show of 
hands 13 to 0. 

 
MOTION 2 – Grant to Wellesley Housing Development Corporation 

 
 Motion 2, Article 19 was postponed to March 2, 2013 with no objections. 
 
  MOTION 3 - Appropriation for Perrin Playground Equipment Replacement  
 

The CPC recommends that $25,000 be appropriated from the Community Preservation Fund Open Space 
Reserve for the replacement of playground equipment at Perrin Park. The DPW inspected older sections of 
the existing playground equipment, deemed it both unsafe and hazardous, and had it removed from the park. 
The $25,000 will be applied toward the costs of replacing the equipment that was removed and installing new 
play structures that meet universal access requirements and applicable safety codes. Recent changes in the 
CPA legislation now permit the use of CPA funds to rehabilitate or restore recreational resources even when 
those resources were not initially acquired with CPA funds. The NRC requested $30,000 to cover all of the 
anticipated costs; CPC agreed to fund $25,000 and is expecting the NRC to raise the additional $5,000 by 
fundraising among the neighbors and users of Perrin Park. 

 
Ann-Marie Gross made a motion that the Advisory Committee recommends favorable 
action on Motion 3, Article 19.   The motion was seconded by Laura Hockett.        
 
Disposition:  Motion 3, Article 19 was recommended for favorable action, by a show of 
hands 13 to 0. 

  
Article 23 – To see if the Town will vote to grant, accept and/or abandon one or more 
easements, including but not limited to utility and drainage easements, at one or more 
locations in the Town; or take any other action relative thereto. (Board of Public Works) 

 



Ann-Marie Gross made a motion that the Advisory Committee recommends favorable 
action on Article 23.   The motion was seconded by Laura Hockett.        
 
Disposition:  Article 23 was recommended for favorable action, by a show of hands 13 to 
0. 

 
Article 25 – To see if the Town will vote to acquire, by gift, deed, eminent domain or 
otherwise, the following three parcels, abutting the existing Fuller Brook Park, to be 
joined to said park and thus under the jurisdiction of the Natural Resources Commission, 
to be held for Parkland purposes: 
 

a) 17R Seaver Street: Parcel No. 77 on Assessor’s Map No. 76, containing 
12,391 sq.ft., now or formerly owned by Babson College; 

b) 11R Seaver Street: Parcel No. 76 on Assessor’s Map No. 76, containing 7,063 
sq.ft., now or formerly owned by Heirs of Melvin and Mildred Morse; 

c) 21R Seaver Street: Parcel No. 78 on Assessor’s Map No. 76, containing 
11,395 sq.ft., now or formerly owned by Heirs of Melvin and Mildred Morse; 

to appropriate a sum of money for said purpose and in order to provide proper 
recognition of the parcel’s history and other costs incidental to the acquisition; take any 
other action relative thereto.  (Board of Selectmen) 

 
This item was not addressed at this time with no objections. 
 
Article 34 – To see if the Town will vote to increase the fees to be charged for certain 
license applications, for certain licenses to be issued and fines for violations; to amend 
the Town Bylaws as necessary in this respect, including without limitation amending 
Town Bylaws, Article 49. Police Regulations, Section 49.2C, Preparation and/or retail 
sale of food or beverage, which currently provides that a fee of $50 shall be charged for 
required license; the bylaw amendments currently being proposed to be available for 
inspection in the Selectmen’s office; or take any other action thereto. (Board of Selectmen) 

  
 This item was not addressed at this time with no objections. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:43 p.m. 
 
Documents: Agenda, Advisory Committee meeting minutes of 02/13/13  
 


