
Advisory Committee 
February 5, 2014 

Felix Juliani Meeting Room, Town Hall 
 
Marjorie Freiman called the meeting of the Wellesley Advisory Committee to order at 7:00 p.m.  
Those present included Robert Capozzi, Mary Crown, Thomas Engels, Becky Epstein, Tom 
Frisardi, Ann Marie Gross, John Hartnett,  Lucy Kapples, Andy Patten, Ann Rappaport, Deb 
Robi, Mason Smith and Scott Tarbox. 
 
Citizen Speak 
 
No one wished to speak. 
 
Board of Assessors Operating Budget 
 
Donna McCabe, Chief Assessor, gave the budget presentation.  The assessors’ office is regulated 
by the Massachusetts Department of Revenue (DOR) and has direct responsibility for overseeing 
property taxes and motor vehicle excise taxes which comprise approximately 80% of the Town’s 
annual revenue.  Every three years the DOR conducts an audit of every city and town.  
Additional expenses are budgeted to pay for the extra hours of work required for this audit in 
FY15.   An update on the Sun Life appeal to the Massachusetts Appellate Tax Board was given.  
Discussion concerning tax rates, median assessed values and avenues for generating new growth 
in revenue was held. 
 
Presentations on Warrant Articles 
 
Article 29 – Valor Act 
 
This Article would establish Section 5N of Ch. 59 of the Massachusetts General Laws which 
would authorize the Board of Selectmen to establish a program allowing veterans to volunteer to 
provide services in exchange for a reduction in property tax obligations.  The program will allow 
reductions not to exceed $1,000 in any given year and allow an approved representative to 
provide services on behalf of any veteran not physically able to provide them.  The maximum 
reduction could also be computed based on 125 hours of volunteer service in lieu of $1,000 in 
any given year.  Questions about age requirements, income restrictions, possibility of a 
participation cap, and responsible governing body were discussed.  
 
Article 27 – Fractional Affordable Unit at 978 Worcester 
 
This Article authorizes the transfer of $180,275 to the Wellesley Housing Development 
Corporation.  The money was put up as a bond by the developer to compensate for a fractional 
unit of assisted, affordable housing as part of the development for 978 Worcester Street.   A 
question was raised about the balance of money already in the Wellesley Housing Authority’s 
account. 
 
Article 13 – Revolving Funds 
 
The two types of revolving funds (53D and 53E1/2)  were discussed though Article 13 only 
refers to 53 E1/2 funds. The Council on Aging (COA)’s transportation revolving fund will be 
discontinued because the contract with M&L has been terminated. Henceforth, the COA will be 
directly responsible for its transportation needs, which will be reflected directly in its operating 
budget.  The Recreation Department would like to raise the authorized expenditure limit transfer 
by $10,000 to $30,000 from its Summertime revolving fund to help pay for increased summer 



programming.  The Wellesley Free Library would like to raise its revolving fund expenditure 
limit by $5,000 to $25,000 to pay for additional custodian hours for special programs.   
 
NRC Operating Budget 
 
Janet Hartke Bowser, Executive Director of NRC, and Heidi Gross, Chair of the NRC, gave the 
overview.   In the Morses Pond operating budget there is a $7,000 or 4.71% expense increase in 
the phosphorus inactivation station operation.  A more expensive and less toxic chemical will be 
used in FY15 and additional operational costs will be incurred. A question about the future need 
of weed harvesting work was raised.  It is anticipated that this work and expense will continue in 
the long term, at least 6-7 years at current level which costs $60,180.  A reduction in lawn 
fertilizers currently used by residents could reduce the expense and duration of this long term 
work to control invasive plant material in Morses Pond.   
 
The NRC’s operating budget and staffing vacancies were discussed. Personal services are 
budgeted at $185,044 with expenses of $18,575.  Questions regarding encroachments on town 
property including discovery, current number outstanding, priority of importance and action 
steps were discussed.  Ms. Freiman congratulated the NRC representatives on receiving the Tree 
City USA Award for the 30th consecutive year.   
 
Budget Discussions – DPW, MLP, TWFP and General Omnibus 
 
The DPW operating budget is $66,000 over budget relative to guidelines.  Metrics on work to 
complete a task has been requested.   The Park and Highway roof replacement project and the 
long term prioritization of projects across town departments were discussed.  The MLP’s 
building demolition proposal and citizen petition to use the same building was discussed. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Lucy Kapples made a motion to approve the minutes of January 29, 2014 as amended.  The 
motion was seconded by Ann Rappaport and the minutes were approved unanimously by a show 
of hands. 
 
New Business/Old Business 
 
Ms. Freiman encouraged Advisory Committee members to Adopt a Hydrant and explained the 
link to a map of the town’s hydrants and how to sign up for the program. 
 
Announcements 
 
Ms. Freiman announced the next meeting of Advisory would be on Saturday, February 8th at the 
Police Station at 8:00 a.m. 
 
An invitation was extended to Advisory Committee members to attend Town Affairs Night at the 
Wellesley Club meeting at Babson College on March 17, 2014. 
 
Ms. Freiman adjourned the meeting at 10:46 p.m. with no objections. 
 
 
 
 
 


