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July 16, 2014 
Felix Juliani Meeting Room, Town Hall 

 
Andy Patten called the meeting of the Wellesley Advisory Committee to order at 7:30 p.m.  
Those present included Mary Crown, Tom Engels, Tom Frisardi, Chad Harris, John Hartnett,  
John Hussey, Lucy Kapples, Michael Mastrianni, Frank Pinto, Ann Rappaport, Mason Smith, 
Scott Tarbox and Kathleen Woodward.   
 
Citizen Speak 
 
No one wished to speak at this time. 
 
Advisory Member Introductions 
 
Andy Patten, Chair, welcomed new and returning members to the first meeting of the term.  He 
introduced the new co-chairs and secretary to the group. Each member shared background 
information with those present.  The Chair then reviewed the new liaison assignments for the 
upcoming term. 
 
Advisory Committee Orientation 
 
Peg Metzger, Wellesley Town Moderator, gave an overview of the role of the Advisory 
Committee.  She explained that five new members are appointed each year to replace those 
members whose three-year terms are ending.  They represent a cross-section of the citizens of 
Wellesley.  They bring specific skills such as professionalism, volunteerism, open- and fair- 
mindedness, individual thinking and good judgment.  They serve under authorization of State 
law and make recommendations on all Town Meeting articles or items affecting Town 
management.  Advisory is governed under Article 11 of the Town bylaws, which gives members 
investigative and review powers and control of reserve funds which can be allocated on an 
emergency basis.  Their recommendations are important but not binding.  
 
North 40 Update 
 
Ann Rappaport gave a thorough update on the current status of the North 40 property including 
historical information and Town preliminary actions. Don McCauley, Board of Selectmen, 
provided additional information and answered questions.  The 46 acre parcel bounded by Route 
135, Weston Road and Turner Road is being sold by Wellesley College and a steering committee 
has been initiated to review the property and its possible uses.  The committee is meeting on a 
weekly basis and held an open forum on July 8th to give residents an overview of the process, 
answer questions and get ideas.  The trails committee is offering site walks.   
 
The Town is reviewing some issues with the property such as the wetlands and an old landfill 
site.  The property is currently zoned for single residences with a minimum of 15,000 square foot 
lot size.  This zoning would also allow for educational, religious and municipal uses as well.  A 
new zoning bylaw approved last year would require a minimum of 50% of the site be preserved 
as open space.  
 
It is anticipated that this item will be brought before a Special Town Meeting for consideration in 
the fall.  However, the Town will not have enough time to fully vet the property due to the time 
constrictions. 



 
Liaison Reports 
 
The Chair asked for liaison reports and various members of the Advisory Committee provided 
their reports. 
 
New Business/Old Business 
 
Don McCauley, Board of Selectmen, gave an update on the property at 900 Worcester.  The 
Town has received the final canon authorization and can now proceed with due diligence on the 
property.   
 
Ann Rappaport gave a review of Drop-box procedures and discussed the use of documents.  She 
will be sending members emails with instructions for obtaining the current term documents and 
accessing archival information.   
 
The Chair did a brief review of the calendar. 
 
The next meeting of the Advisory Committee will be at 7:00 p.m. on July 23, 2014 in the Juliani 
Room of Town Hall. 
 
Mr. Patten adjourned the meeting at 9:30 p.m. with no objections. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


