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Response Overview

2065 Respondents

12% of 17,116 registered voters

87% of respondents (1791) completed and submitted the 
survey





US Census Bureau 
American Community Survey 2014
Total population 28,858

AGE

Under 5 years 5.1%

5 to 9 years 7.6%

10 to 14 years 9.2%

15 to 19 years 13.4%

20 to 24 years 8.9%

25 to 29 years 1.7%

30 to 34 years 2.7%

35 to 39 years 4.6%

40 to 44 years 6.8%

45 to 49 years 8.1%

50 to 54 years 7.3%

55 to 59 years 6.1%

60 to 64 years 4.8%

65 to 69 years 3.9%

70 to 74 years 3.1%

75 to 79 years 2.5%

80 to 84 years 2.1%

85 years and over 2.2%

9%

28.3%

18.6%
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Questions 26 & 27 – Narrative Responses

•Question 26 – Do you wish to clarify or explain 
more fully any of your answers above?
• 544 responses

•Question 27 – Do you have any other thoughts 
about the HHU project that you would like to 
share with us?
• 598 responses



General Themes in Narrative Responses:

• A preponderance of responses supported retaining three smaller schools…

• We moved to Wellesley because of the neighborhood school system. We bought our 
home so that our kids could walk to and from school everyday. Which they do. Three 
schools with 18 sections each would be the only plan that I would vote for because 
bigger schools are not better for our children.

• Investment in education needs to continue as the number 1 priority for Wellesley. 
Retention of current neighborhood elementary schools is a major differentiator for 
the unique character of Wellesley and the quality of the education this study needs to 
consider the emotional and psychological impact on children and families from the 
potential closure of one of these schools.



• …but a significant number support consolidation.

• I think we need to focus on the limits of our resources and how best to spend 
them to achieve first class education in Wellesley. Rebuilding and maintaining 
three smaller elementary schools is nice in principle bit in and of itself does 
not improve the quality of education which can be equally or better 
accomplished with two larger schools. I would prefer to see our funds invested 
in the quality and number of teachers including smaller class size and more 
educational tools which really would benefit our children while being mindful 
that the tax cost of the alternative two school approach is excessive.

• Two schools are fine. The concept of "neighborhood schools" is archaic.



• There were many comments supporting the neighborhood school 
concept, identifying relationships between students, parents, and 
teachers, walkability, and educational benefits as attributes.

• Please consider what is best for the children. I can't imagine my kid in a giant 
4 section school. We had the luxury of a walkable, neighborhood school and 
the calmness associated with it will stay with her over her lifetime. Driving 
across town to go to school is not beneficial to anyone and is NOT why many 
residents chose to move here.

• A safe walk to school -- a neighborhood school -- is quite unique among 
communities. Kids, dogs, parents - even retired individuals in the 
neighborhood use this time to connect. It is vital to our kids AND our 
community. I would pay quite a bit more in taxes to make this happen. In 
reality, an improved school is one car lease payment for most people.



• Many respondents were concerned with cost.
• I think the town will not support a large override or debt exclusion if a more 

modest one is possible. An effort to save all 3 schools, if it is significantly more 
expensive may not pass and then we are right back where we are now!

• With all of the pressures on the Town's budget, I think consolidating schools 
could be an important way to reduce the schools' operating budget.

• I'd like a lot of things in life-- but I can't have them. Let's GET REAL about 
COSTS in this town! I volunteer here, I support our local businesses, I'm a 
helpful neighbor...but I simply cannot afford to keep paying more and more 
and more EVERY YEAR in taxes!!!!

• The tax burden on Wellesley residents is already causing 'senior flight' from 
the town. I am STRONGLY opposed to anything other than the minimal 
expenditure on schools.



Other topics addressed in narrative 
comments
• Enrollment projections

• Effects of tax increases on seniors

• Use of the North 40

• Preservation of historic portions of Hardy and Hunnewell

• Real estate values

• Renovation rather than rebuilding

• Traffic


