
SECTION AND STUDENT CAPACITIES 

There is not a direct conversion between how many rooms a building contains and its 
capacity in number of students. It depends on how many rooms are used for each grade 
level and the target class size for each grade level. 

The Wellesley School Committee policy for class size guidelines specifies 18-22 
students per class in grades K and 1, and 22-24 students per class in grades 2 through 
5. In some cases, for planning purposes, a value of 22 students per class is used.
These multiple ways to determine capacity can result in different capacity values being 
used for schools with a given number of classrooms. This ambiguity can make it easier 
to describe schools by how many sections per grade level they have, rather than a 
number of students. 

The other reality in Wellesley today is that while very few classes have sizes over 
guideline (only one in 2015-16), it is very common for classes to be under guideline 
(42% of classes in 2014-16). This means that the actual enrollment of a school is 
typically notably lower than the total capacity of the school building. 

A target utilization of 90% (enrollment divided by total capacity) is sometimes used for 
planning purposes. 

Two sections per grade level school:  

Grade Class Size Range Average Class Size 
K 2 x 18 to 2 x 22 2 x 22 
1 2 x 18 to 2 x 22 2 x 22 
2 2 x 22 to 2 x 24 2 x 22 
3 2 x 22 to 2 x 24 2 x 22 
4 2 x 22 to 2 x 24 2 x 22 
5 2 x 22 to 2 x 24 2 x 22 
Total 248 to 280 students 264 students 
90% Capacity 252 students 



Three sections per grade level school:  

Grade Class Size Range Average Class Size 
K 3 x 18 to 3 x 22 3 x 22 
1 3 x 18 to 3 x 22 3 x 22 
2 3 x 22 to 3 x 24 3 x 22 
3 3 x 22 to 3 x 24 3 x 22 
4 3 x 22 to 3 x 24 3 x 22 
5 3 x 22 to 3 x 24 3 x 22 
Total 372 to 420 students 396 students 
90% Capacity 378 students 

Four sections per grade level school:  

Grade Class Size Range Average Class Size 
K 4 x 18 to 4 x 22 4 x 22 
1 4 x 18 to 4 x 22 4 x 22 
2 4 x 22 to 4 x 24 4 x 22 
3 4 x 22 to 4 x 24 4 x 22 
4 4 x 22 to 4 x 24 4 x 22 
5 4 x 22 to 4 x 24 4 x 22 
Total 496 to 560 students 528 students 
90% Capacity 504 students 




