HHU Meeting Minutes: June 9, 2016
Hunnewell Library 3:00 pm
Minutes Approved June 16, 2016

Present: Hans Larsen, Ellen Gibbs, Jack Morgan, Matt Kelley, Sharon Gray, David Lussier, Alan Port,
Seong-Il Ahn, Nancy Calderwood, Ed Cloaninger, Todd Ofenloch, Sara Shanahan, Jose Soliva, David Stern,
Maura Sullivan, Meghan Jop, and Joe McDonough

Absent: Brent Warner, Stephan Gauldie, Lara Pfadt, Tom Ahern

Discuss tours of Upham, Hardy, and Hunnewell

The Committee members discussed the differences between the three schools. Concerns raised
included the small amount of children in Upham, the lack of specialist and break out space in all of the
schools, lack of art and music space in some of the schools, maze like designs. Attributes which the
Committee found to be good included the culture of Hardy, amount of windows and light in Hardy and
Upham, and the spacious feel to Hunnewell.

The Committee discussed the continued efforts of finding space. There were concerns over staff time
dedicated to the gym/cafeteria functions, principal’s time in finding creative spaces for staff, and site
access and pickup/drop off efforts.

The Committee discussed whether they the schools could be modified with additions. There was
discussion on modernizing the schools to deliver good programming. The Committee generally thought
all of the schools could be reconstructed. There was no consensus on whether 2 or 3 schools should be
built.

The Committee discussed establishing criteria for the renovation or new construction of the schools.
Constraints of the site, operation during construction, and traffic were several criteria discussed. Given
the meeting was not televised the Committee did not want to have further discussions on the criteria
until a meeting was able to be taped.

Citizen Speak
Tara Ventura, Bates parent, noted her children walk to school and the culture of the Town is to walk.
She did not want children to have to be bused to school.

Jane, Sustainable Wellesley, 15 Bemis Road, noted there is a book titled Spark which indicates exercise is
good for the brain and neighborhood schools provide walking. She questioned why 3 section schools are
better than 2.

Amy McCarran stated she was nervous that too much weight has been given to the studies and that a
cultural discussion within the Town has not occurred. She noted the Wellesley culture is neighborhood
walking schools.



Meg Sear, Willow Road, noted the neighborhood schools allow for seniors, parents, and children to
interact. She noted the Town should be mindful of becoming car centric.

The Committee adjourned at 3:50 pm.

Citizen Speak

The meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm.



