
 

 

REPORT OF THE WEST SUBURBAN VETERANS’ SERVICES DISTRICT 
 
The West Suburban Veterans’ Services District includes the Towns of Needham, 
Wellesley, Weston and Wayland.  The W.S.V.S.D. Board is comprised of four 
members with one designee from each community. The central office is located in 
the Wellesley Town Hall with other offices located in the Needham Town Hall, the 
Weston Council on Aging and the Wayland Town Building.  Information is available 
on the W.S.V.D. website at www.westsuburbanveterans.com or the office may be 
contacted at 781-489-7509.   
 

REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS’ SERVICES 
 
The Department of Veterans' Services operates under the provisions established by 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 115.  This office 
provides veterans and their dependents with the maximum allowable benefits and 
services at a minimum of cost, utilizing all available agencies of the Federal, State 
and Town governments.  In addition, the department monitors the care and 
maintenance of veterans’ monuments and veterans’ graves. 
 
A full range of benefits and services are available to veterans and their families 
based on certain qualifications and eligibility requirements.  
 
 

Benefits 
 
Veterans’ Services renders financial assistance to qualified veterans, surviving 
spouses and/or children who are in need of benefits in order to sustain themselves.  
Benefits are provided by the Massachusetts Department of Veterans’ Services and 
the U.S. Department of Veterans’ Affairs.  Aid is divided into several categories which 
include: food, fuel, housing, clothing, and medical and burial benefits for those in 
financial need.   
 
In Fiscal Year 2015, the Benefits issued to Wellesley veterans and their families in 
accordance with MGL Ch 115 and CMR 108, totaled $33,015.90. The Department 
continues to use and seek alternative sources of assistance for clients. The 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts reimburses the Town for seventy-five (75) percent 
of all approved costs incurred.   
 
Also, there are benefits available such as war service bonuses, annuities, education, 
and various tax exemptions for qualified veterans.  The complexity of each individual 
case must be considered when issuing benefits.  

http://www.westsuburbanveterans.com/


Department of Veterans’ Services - Wellesley 
 
W.S.V.S.D. Director Stanley W. Spear, Jr., Deputy Director Matthew L. Ching, and 
the Department of Veteran Services (DVS) provided the following benefits and 
services to veterans and their families within Wellesley: 
 

• Carried out functions assigned to the Veterans’ Office by Chapter 115 of the 
General Laws of Massachusetts and CMR 108. 

• Provided assistance in applying for US Department of Veterans’ Affairs (VA) 
benefits. 

• Maintained a depository of discharges and records of veterans. 
• Oversaw the disbursements of veteran’s benefits to veterans and their 

families. 
 
Throughout the year there were many veterans, spouses, and other family members 
who visited the office in the Wellesley Town Hall. We were able to provide them with 
flags and markers for the graves of a family member, assist them in obtaining a 
copy of discharge papers to file for veteran benefits, burial benefits, educational and 
bonus assistance, and other related benefits and information. 

 
Highlights of the Veterans’ Service Office 

 
• During fiscal year 2015, $33,015.90 in Chapter 115 Benefits was provided to 

Wellesley Residents. 
• Attended the annual Veterans’ Service Officer (VSO) & MA Legislative 

Meeting. 
• Expanded outreach efforts to the Veterans within the community. 
• Attended the annual training seminar provided by the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts Department of Veterans’ Services. 
• Held several presentations about various state and federal benefits that may 

be applicable to veterans and their families. 
• Assisted veterans in accessing VA Health Care, GI Bill benefits, Pensions, 

Disability Compensation, and other VA related benefits. 
• Aided veterans in obtaining various benefits that are provided by the 

Commonwealth such as the Welcome Home Bonus, Annuities, and Public 
Assistance. 

• Attended several veteran related events at Mass Bay Community College. 
• Participated in the Norfolk County VSO Seminar.   
• Coordinated Wellesley’s being designated a Purple Heart Community, 

ordered the Purple Heart Flag to be flown each August 7th for Purple Heart 
Day. 

• Attended multiple training events and seminars regarding veteran’s benefits. 



• Supported the Norfolk County RSVP program that drives Veterans to 
medical appointments. 

• Visited many veterans and their families at their homes or skilled care 
facilities. 

• Worked cohesively with other agencies to assist individuals in accessing 
additional benefits.   
 

Other Responsibilities 
 

• Organized and participated in the Memorial Day Observances. 
• Organized and led the Veteran’s Day Ceremonies on November 11th. 
• Increased community participation at the observances. 
• Organized Purple Heart Recognition Ceremony.  
• Participated with Wellesley Fire Department on the September 11th Memorial 

Observance. 
 

Graves Officer Responsibilities 
 
Mr. Stanley Spear, the Graves Officer for the Town of Wellesley, is responsible for 
the Graves Registration activities and also serves as the Graves Registration Officer 
and Veterans’ Burial Agent. Mr. Spear is also responsible for some of the following: 
 

• Fulfill the requirements of Chapter 115, that all veterans’ graves will have an 
American flag in place for Memorial Day. 

• Ensuring that all veteran’s graves in Wellesley are maintained, are cared for, 
and are free of debris. 

• Insuring that veterans who die without funds are properly interred. 
• Over fourteen hundred (1400) American Flags were placed on the veteran’s 

graves at Woodlawn Cemetery and other Wellesley Cemeteries, as well as 
sixteen (16) memorial sites. The Town is reimbursed by the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts for seventy-five (75) percent of the cost of the graves flags. 

 
Memorial Day 

 
Veterans Services is responsible to the Board of Selectmen for the administration, 
support and function of the Town's annual Memorial Day observances.  Wellesley 
veterans and other town organizations coordinated the observances that were held on 
May 30th at The Woodlawn Cemetery and at Memorial Park in front of the Wellesley 
Town Hall.   
 
This year marks the 40th Anniversary of the Vietnam War. Warren Griffin, Past 
Commandant for the Massachusetts Department of the Marine Corps League was the 
featured speaker.  



Veterans’ Services insures that in accordance with Paragraph 9, Chapter 115, 
Massachusetts General Laws, a United States Flag is placed on all Wellesley 
veterans' graves.  

 
Veterans Monuments 

 
We have sixteen (16) monuments erected in the memory of Wellesley veterans which 
require care, maintenance and honor.   

 
Purple Heart Community 

 
As part of a continued effort to honor the men and women of the town who have 
served bravely in the Armed Forces, at their August 3rd meeting the Wellesley Board 
of Selectmen accepted a recommendation for the town to become a Purple Heart 
Community.  Members from the Military Order of the Purple Heart (MOPH) 
presented the Purple Heart Community resolution. In recognition of Purple Heart 
Day each year on August 7th the Purple Heart Flag will be flown at Town Hall. 
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National Patriots Day 

 
Veterans Services participates with the Fire and Police Departments in the planning 
and function of the Town’s annual National Patriots Day observances.  On 
September 11th ceremonies were held at the Fire Department Headquarters 
beginning at 9:45 a.m.  



 
Veterans Day 

 
The Town's annual Veterans Day Observance was held in the Great Hall of the 
Wellesley Town Hall at 11:00 a.m. on November 11th with the assistance of Wellesley 
veterans. 
 

Veterans Organizations 
 
The Wellesley Veterans’ Council and American Legion Post # 72 hold monthly 
meetings to plan and implement ceremonies and veterans functions. In addition, 
these meetings discuss other veterans’ issues and concerns. A primary goal of these 
organizations is to offer their continued support and participation to the Wellesley 
community.  
 
The WSVD Director is a member of the Disabled American Veterans, the 
Massachusetts Veterans Service Officers Association of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts and a Past State Commander 2009-2010. 
The WSVD Deputy Director is a member of the Needham VFW Post # 2498 and is 
currently the Commander of District # 5, Department of Massachusetts 
Veterans of Foreign Wars.  
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