WELLESLEY DESIGN REVIEW BOARD
REGULAR MEETING
JUNE 8, 2016; 7:00 PM
GREAT HALL, WELLESLEY TOWN HALL

Members Present: Robert Skolnick, Ingrid Carls, Amir Kripper, and Helen Robertson
Staff: Heather Lamplough

Bart Steele from Viewpoint Sign and Awning

Also Present: Brad Perry, owner of Church Square

Mr. Skolnick called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm

DRB 16-29S: Church Square

Robert Skolnick recused himself from this application, as he is a tenant of Church Square. Bart Steele
from Viewpoint Sign and Awning, and owner Brad Perry presented the proposed project to the Board.
Mr. Steele presented a revised plan to the Board, which indicated text height. Mr. Steele stated that that
are proposing a 25 sq ft standing sign at the corner of Abbott Street and Church Street with a logo at the
top and tenant panels that describe the types of business that are there. He stated that the sign will not be
illuminated. Mr. Steele stated that they will be going to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a Special Permit
regarding the height of the sign and the setbacks of the sign. Mr. Kripper asked what the Board had
previously recommended regarding websites on signs. Miss Lamplough stated that the bylaw does not
prohibit websites from signs, and that the Board could very well make a recommendation requesting that
the website be removed, but that the applicant can still submit an application of which features the
website. Ms. Carls asked what the height of the sign is. Mr. Steele stated that they need to have the sign at
the proposed height due to the existing fence and the setbacks from the street.

Mr. Skolnick made a comment that the applicant may consider having something on the back of the sign
(that faces the parking lot) saying “thank you for shopping at church square” or something along those
lines. Miss Lamplough stated that the only problem with that is that the applicant is already maxed out at
25 sq. ft. on the front of the sign, and in order to have any text on the back of the sign, they would need to
get another Special Permit from the Zoning Board of Appeals. Mr. Skolnick stated that he didn’t think
that it should be considered a sign because it’s not advertising anything. Ms. Carls stated that that is what
the bylaw says. Mr. Steele questioned how sign area is calculated. Miss Lamplough stated that each sign
face counts towards the sign area, so a double-sided 25 sq ft sign would be 50 sq. ft. sign. Mr. Steele
stated that he would challenge that because the sign can still only be so far high by so far wide. Miss
Lamplough stated that that is correct, but you could have a completely different sign (different
information) on the opposite sign. Miss Lamplough read the section of the bylaw which details how sign
area is measured on multi-faced signs. Mr. Skolnick stated that it could be something the applicant could
consider in the future. Ms. Robertson stated that it would seem appropriate to allow a little congeniality
on the sign considering the rebranding of Wellesley Square.

Ms. Carls questioned whether they should approve the sign with the website. Mr. Perry stated that
websites are crucial in this day and age, and he further explained that the individual businesses will not be
listed on the sign (just the business types) so it is essential to be able to lead customers to the website to
discover the actual stores in the square. Mr. Skolnick reminded the Board that they had just recently
recommended approval of banners at Linden Square that had the linden square website along the bottom.
He stated that it wasn’t advertising an individual business, but rather a location/place, which is not
dissimilar then this proposal. Ms. Carls stated that she agrees, and that they could approve this sign with
the website because it is for the whole square and not an individual store/business.

After a brief discussion Ms. Robertson moved to recommend approval of the sign as presented. Ms. Carls
seconded. The motion passed unanimously (3-0).
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The Board also recommended that the applicant consider introducing a “thank you” [for shopping at
Church Square] on the back side of the sign that faces the parking lot in the future.

DRB 16-30M: 378 Washington Street

Miss Lamplough presented the proposed project to the Board. She explained that the applicant is
proposing to run three refrigeration pipes for the air-conditioning up the right side of the building, which
will be covered by a brown line hide. Ms. Carls asked what a line hide looks like. Mr. Skolnick stated that
it will just look like a gutter. Miss Lamplough showed Ms. Carls an image of a line hide.

After a brief discussion Mr. Skolnick moved to recommend approval of the minor construction project as
presented. Ms. Carls seconded. The motion passed unanimously (4-0).

Minutes

Ms. Carls moved to approve the minutes for the Design Review Board meeting on February 24, 2016. Mr.
Kripper seconded. The motion passed (3-0).

Mr. Skolnick moved to approve the minutes for the Design Review Board meeting on April 27, 2016. Ms.
Carls seconded. The motion passed (3-0).

Ms. Carls moved to approve the minutes for the Design Review Board meeting on May 25, 2016. Ms.
Robertson seconded. The motion passed (3-0).

FY17 Meeting Calendar

The Board reviewed the DRAFT FY17 Design Review Board Meeting Calendar. They discussed and
decided to only hold one meeting during the month of July and one meeting during the month of August.

Mr. Skolnick adjourned the meeting at approximately 7:20 pm.

Note: A recording of this meeting is available in the Planning Department.
Minutes Approved: 06/22/2016

Respectfully submitted by:

Heather Lamplough
Wellesley Planning Department
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