Sprague Field Task Force Meeting Minutes – November 15, 2007
Wellesley High School Library

Task Force members present: Carl Fleischer, Todd Himstead, Tom Brown, Bill Charlton, Mike Urban, Richard Morse, Jane Neilson, Donna Dankner, Tom Harrington, Suzy Littlefield, Greg Mills, Curt Smith, Barbara McMahon, Chris Guiffre – Chairman.

Guests: Tom Henaghen, Gale Associates, Steve Fader, Wellesley Town Engineer, Bob Finnegan, Sprague neighbor

Chairman Chris Guiffre called the meeting to order at 7:05. After a brief discussion of minor revisions, the minutes of the November 8 SFTF meeting were accepted unanimously, with minor revisions.

Mr. Guiffre then introduced Tom Henaghen of Gale Associates and asked Mr. Henaghen to review the timeline from which Gale was working so the SFTF could be clear on what will be expected when.  Mr. Henaghen expressed Gale Associates’ hope that the SFTF will reach a decision on a preliminary layout for the Sprague fields by November 21 in order for Gale to proceed with schematic designs, final engineering plans for the area to be remediated and a final masterplan report along with cost estimates before the end of December. If the SFTF decides on a layout by November 21, Mr. Henaghen is confident that with Gale’s already detailed knowledge of the area to be remediated, Gale will be able to complete the required work in time for the School Committee to present a plan to Advisory in early January. The SFTF reminded Mr. Henaghen that it will be important that the report include a detailed Phase I of the project, focusing on the remediation area and the costs specific to that area.
The discussion then moved on the proposed schematic layouts Gale has developed. A question as to the necessity of the garage building located in the parking lot at Sprague fields had arisen and Mr. Henaghen has spoken with the Town’s director of facilities who indicated the need for that garage as it is the hub of many activities and also houses irrigation equipment and timers and is a primary storage space for the DPW. As a result, the garage remains in the schematic layouts reviewed.
The pros and cons of the various designs were discussed with particular consideration given to designs that allow for a relatively uncomplicated break between a Phase I of the project, the required remediation, and possible later phases. The question of the necessity of the paved roadway to the tennis courts will be further explored. The SFTF expressed the need to keep a walking path from the upper parking lot by the Middle School to the parking lot that leads to the Sprague School, with the desire to remove the paved roadway unless required for public safety reasons. Questions were also raised as to the placement of handicap parking spaces next to the tennis courts and the possibility that a roadway leading to them would invite people to attempt to drive across the fields.
The discussion also included the orientation of the baseball fields and the impact on neighbors, the position of the proposed softball field and the need to move the roadway by the garage building (requiring that to be part of the Phase I), and the location of the new playground site by Sprague School and the possibility of sliding that site away from the neighbors’ property lines.
A motion was made to recommend Gale’s concept plan C-1L, with the understanding that minor changes need to be made to accommodate the playground, that the concept for the roadwork and parking plan from plan C-5 will be substituted, the proposed basketball court will be removed, and the proposed handicap parking spaces next to the tennis courts will be the subject of further study. This motion was unanimously accepted.

Following a short break, the SFTF took up the subject of sports injuries associated with synthetic turf and the concerns raised on that subject at the ‘07 ATM – and how the SFTF can best address the concerns. After some discussion, it was decided to form a new sub-group to address sports injuries and synthetic turf. This sub-group will include Tom Harrington, Carl Fleisher and Greg Mills. This sub-group will gather information and seek out opinions from medical professionals. The Sports Injury sub-group will report to the SFTF on December 5.

The discussion then moved to the need to educate the public on the work of the SFTF and to gain the participation of all the affected groups, particularly the abutting neighbors in the Donizetti Street and Stearns Road area. A variety of possibilities were discussed. It was decided a public hearing will be held on Thursday, December 6 in the Great Hall of Town Hall. An announcement along with a guest column will be placed in the Townsman the week before. In addition, a personal invitation will be sent to the abutting neighbors on Donizetti Street and Stearns Road. In addition, the Communications sub-group will explore placing updates on the progress of the SFTF in School newsletters as well as newsletters of other organizations in Town and the possibility of using e-mail distribution lists and updates on other groups’ websites.
Mr. Harrington introduced the idea of removing rubber crumb made from recycled car tires as a possible infill for synthetic turf at Sprague. There was mixed reaction to removing the use recycled tires, but it was agreed that before the next meeting, the SFTF will explore more deeply other products available, such as EPDM (a manufactured rubber product) and then decide whether to continue looking at the crumb rubber.

The liaison with other towns sub-group reported that Athletic Director John Brown will begin making introductory phone calls to other comparable towns with synthetic turf fields in order to begin researching the experiences they have had with decision-making, town approval, use of the fields and maintenance.

The SFTF discussed a site visit to the Sprague Fields, along with Schofield School, Perrin Park and possibly the new synthetic turf fields installed in Weston. It was suggested that the SFTF invite Advisory and members of the CPC to accompany the group on the visit. The purpose of the visits is to see the quality of the fields at the end of the busy fall season. Perrin and Schofield were selected because those fields were replaced in the last few years. The site visits are tentatively scheduled for the morning of Saturday, December 1.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:03.

