Sprague Field Task Force Meeting Minutes – September 5, 2007

Wellesley High School Library

Task Force Members Present: Chris Guiffre, Chair; Suzi Littlefield, Barbara McMahon, Richard Morse, Jane Neilson, Michael Urban; Curt Smith;; Tom Harrington; Donna Dankner, John Brown; Rick Bashian; Tom Brown ; Larry Izzo

Wellesley residents present: Peggy Lawrence

Chairman Chris Guiffre called the meeting to order at 7:10. Following introductions, Mr. Guiffre asked Tom Harrington, an attorney who serves as Town Counsel to a number of Massachusetts municipalities, to give an overview of the Open Meeting Law in Massachusetts.  Mr. Harrington outlined the requirements of the Open Meeting Law and answered questions.

The meeting continued with a discussion of the definition of the scope of the mission of the SFTF. The charge of the SFTF from the School Committee is to recommend a plan for the remediation of the Sprague playing fields which the School Committee will be able to present to the 2008 Annual Town Meeting. The SFTF discussion centered around how broadly the scope of that charge should be interpreted. Peggy Lawrence, a resident of Oak Street, provided input to the SFTF. There was a strong feeling on the part of members of the SFTF present that the SFTF should adopt a broad interpretation of the charge and proceed with an analysis of the entire Sprague complex. The consensus was that the SFTF scope of mission should read: 

The SFTF will recommend to School Committee one or more plans for the Town to approve at the 2008 Annual Town Meeting to solve the remediation of Sprague Field, with a consensus from constituency groups, which optimizes the use of the athletic fields at the Sprague Field Complex.

The discussion then moved to the question of whether to hire a consultant to assist in designing a plan. The consensus of the SFTF was that a consultant was needed to help design the physical space as well as to address issues surrounding health and safety concerns. There was agreement that the specific scope of work for a consultant can be made specific before hiring such a consultant. 

The desire for a consultant raised the question of where funds could be attained to pay for a consultant. Chris Guiffre indicated he had already had conversations with the School Administration as well as the Advisory Committee and Executive Director of the Town and the feeling was funds would not be available from any of these Town entities. The SFTF voted unanimously to pursue funding for the consultant to assist in plans for the Sprague field remediation through the Community Preservation Committee. Chris Guiffre will initiate that discussion.

The SFTF then discussed the need for Sub-groups in order for the work of the task force to proceed in an open, efficient manner. A sub-group to look at financing options will include Carl Fleisher, Greg Mills and Tom Harrington. This group will explore the potential for any private funding of a Sprague Field project. A sub-group addressing communications will include Tom Brown and Barbara McMahon. This group will work on keeping the Town apprised of the work of the SFTF. An existing information sub-group will include Carl Fleischer and Lenny Izzo. This group will provide the SFTF with historical data and information from past efforts as the SFTF moves ahead to develop a new plan. A group to work on the application for the CPC will include Carl Fleischer, Jane Neilson and Tom Brown.

The SFTF discussed sharing information and articles pertaining to the pros and cons of synthetic turf fields and agreed that the group would share information amongst themselves.

A quick review of the preliminary master agenda for the SFTF was done. A letter to the editor of the Townsman will be placed inviting interested Townspeople to the 9/26 SFTF meeting. It was agreed that additional discussion surrounding the consultant selection criteria and funding will take place at the next meeting, as well as a discussion of the feedback from the listening session from June 2007. The SFTF will meet next on September 12, 2007 at 7:00 in the WHS Library.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 p.m.

