Sprague Field Task Force Meeting Minutes – November 20, 2007
Wellesley High School Library

Task Force Members Present: Chris Guiffre, Carl Fleischer, Greg Mills, Bill Charlton, Curt Smith, Mike Urban, Barbara McMahon, Tom Harrington, Todd Himstead, Richard Morse, Marijane Tuohy, Tom Brown, Suzy Littlefield

Guests: Jack Morgan, CPC; Mike Jennings, Wellesley Youth Lacrosse

The meeting was called to order at 7:07.

Mr. Fleischer outlined some very preliminary cost estimates and financing plans for various potential plans for the Sprague fields.  Using two basic plans as building blocks for the financing of possible larger projects, Mr. Fleischer outlined several other plans. 
There was considerable discussion regarding private fundraising and the lack of inclination to engage in private fundraising from user groups if only one synthetic turf field is gained from the project. The possibility of a project that completes the entire master plan with the same cost to the town as a simple remediation was discussed, and if possible was considered desirable.

It was pointed out that the objective of the SFTF should be to have the fields remediated and useable as soon as possible rather than using June 2009 as a deadline. In addition to the hazard to those using the fields in their current state, the unmet need for field capacity already exists and that demand could increase significantly depending on how the Wellesley High School building project moves forward and depending on whether soccer can continue to use Elm Bank.

The finance sub group will continue to work with Gale Associates to get estimates on plans for natural grass and synthetic turf possibilities.

The discussion turned briefly to the risk evaluation portion of the SFTF. The conversation moved to the possibility of exploring synthetic turf options other than a rubber crumb in-fill product; it was suggested the SFTF find out from Gale Associates what other products are available and if they have had any experience with them.
Mr. Jennings informed the SFTF that there had been some conversations with the group in Weston which has successfully raised funds for and begun the installation of synthetic turf fields there. Weston has agreed to share their experiences with the SFTF, inviting the group to two meetings and sharing a 1500 page document compiling all the materials they considered in deciding on the synthetic turf being used.

Mr. Guiffre then reviewed the plans and agendas for upcoming SFTF meetings: the tour of Wellesley fields on December 1; the SFTF meeting on December 5 which will include reports from the Risk Evaluation sub-group, the Sports Injury sub-group, and Other Towns sub-group. This meeting is scheduled to begin at 6:00. The public hearing is scheduled to take place on Thursday, December 6 in the Great Hall of Town Hall. This will be announced in next week’s Townsman with a guest column from the SFTF updating the Town on progress thus far. It was suggested that a graphic detailing the master plan being considered be included in the Townsman column, as long as it is very clear that the plan is only conceptual at this point in time. Also, readers need to be instructed to reference the website for additional information.
Mr. Guiffre reminded the SFTF that the School Committee presentation to Advisory will take place December 12.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.

