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Town of Wellesley
Wetlands Protection Committee
Meeting Minutes

April 29, 2020

Meeting Held Remotely: https://www.wellesleymedia.org/wetlands-protection-comm.html

Voted to Approve 6/4/2020
(incomplete, unedited for brevity)

Members Present: Richard Howell, Pete Jones, Jim McLaren, Toby Stover.
Members Not Present: John Adams, Ellie McLane
Staff: Julie Meyer (Wetlands Administrator)

Guests: Brandon Schmitt, NRC Director, Jon Bonsall, Raina McManus, Katie Stock (Town Council’s
office), Chase Bernier, Richard Paquette, Rebekah Lacey (Town Council’s office).

5:45 pm Official Start

Administrative Business

Chairman R. Howell introduced the purpose of the meeting to update the WPC on the previously
submitted Algonquin gas pipeline maintenance project active within the Town Forest adjacent to
Rosemary Brook near Emerson Road that was approved administratively.

R. Howell stated the WPC would review and respond to an Algonquin notification to dam
Rosemary Brook received and reviewed by email on Thursday 4/23/2020 during the WPC meeting.
R. Howell considered that what had been proposed could have larger impact than what had been
originally understood from what was articulated in the 2/4/2020 Notification Letter. This letter



stated that there may be a need for a dry stream crossing. A dry stream crossing is now
understood to be a dam.

R. Howell reminded Algonquin the exemption provision, by which the work was previously
reviewed under the state WPA and the town Bylaw, only waives applicants from filing an NOI. The
exemption does not waive the requirement to demonstrate to the WPC’s satisfaction that the
work will protect resource areas. R. Howell acknowledged that the work is important to public
safety. The Chairman also reinforced the point that WPC wishes to ensure all alterations of the
resource areas look after the interests of the Act. R. Howell asked Algonquin representatives to
discuss with the Committee how the practice of the dry stream crossing is considering impacts.

Jon Bonsall of Keegan Werlin LLP presented that the WPC has already been notified that the work
to perform an internal diagnostic investigation into whether anomalies are present along the J
System running from Emerson Rd. and Rt. 9 to the Waltham area is considered temporary and
routine maintenance.

J. Bonsall stated the scope of this project different than the review of the 3 anomalies investigated
in 2019 near Redwing Road. J. Bonsall stated that the area of present excavation is where the
pipeline diameter is reduced by a couple of inches and thus Algonquin needed to install a
temporary launcher to allow a “pig” tool inside the pipeline that will take readings on this section.

J. Bonsall reminded the WPC was provided a Notification Letter in February similar to the one sent
in 2019 that stated a dry stream crossing would be employed using Best Management Practices
for this type of work provided in Section 5.2, the Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan. In this
Plan, various methods of a dry stream crossing were provided as options and that one of thos
options included a pump and dam.

J. Bonsall stated that the notification letter was sent to comply with the license agreement with
the NRC and that it was shared with Wetlands Administrator J. Meyer who approved it. The letter
specified that Algonquin would set up the dry stream crossing outside the space of work that was
temporarily licensed by the NRC to Algonquin. J. Bonsall stated that Administrator J. Meyer was
made aware that the work was moving outside temporary work space area. J. Bonsall stated that
the work has been in the planning stage since the survey was completed in December 2019 and
they had been telling the Town for months about the work. J Bonsall stated they installed the dam
and pump on Saturday, May 1st.

J. Bonsall stated that the dam and pump system is working within the excavated area to make

accessible the section of pipe needed for the launcher. J. Bonsall stated he had explained to B.

Schmitt they are working under a tight timeline. J. Bonsall stated again that the maintenance is
exempt activity under the Wetlands Protection Act.

R. Howell asked if a dam and pump type of dry stream crossing was chosen to respect the
interests of the WPA or because it was the easiest. C. Bernier of SWCA answered that dry crossings
can be approached in a multitude of methods. Least impact would be a diversion or coffer dam



with sheet piles or sandbags in the water and pumping to isolate a small section. C. Bernier stated
this method was implemented at first, but high streamflow and high groundwater complicated the
work. An upstream blockage at Longfellow Pond created a surge of water when it suddenly let go.
Additionally, C. Bernier stated the groundwater was higher than expected, which risks stream
bank failure. They rejected the use of a flume crossing as too hazardous, as the stream turns to the
east and could direct too much water towards the bank, endangering workers. The dam and pump
system was then chosen as safest method of dry stream crossing to divert water around the area
of work. C. Bernier stated the method is not discharging turbid water downstream.

J. Bonsall added that Algonquin is used to dealing with linear projects in wetlands and waterways
and the E&S Control Plan reflects time-tested techniques perfected over the years. R. Paquette
explained the plan provided on April 29t by email to the Wetlands Administrator was the best
solution for maintaining water quality. The contractors need to be in the hole to weld so it is also
the safest choice. R. Paquette stated that once the work is complete Algonquin will restore the
bank, the channel bottom, and remove the upstream dam and the downstream dam.

J. Bonsall stated that the dam and pump work was to go for approximately a month but the exact
time span was still to be determined and could be shorter or longer than one month. J. Bonsall
further stated that there was a lot of effort from beginning to end with the NRC to enact an
agreed-upon restoration plan.

T. Stover asked why the project selected this time of year. J. Bonsall replied that it might have
been helpful for the WPC to meet with the NRC because they asked similar questions. J. Bonsall
stated that there was a need to collect and analyze data to deal with any anomalies before the fall
heating season somewhere between the Wellesley area and Waltham area.

T. Stover stated this is the worst time of year and was not surprised to see higher flows and
groundwater elevations higher than expected. P. Jones stated that a few years ago that there was
an evaluation of all ponds in Wellesley and elevations could had been requested from the WPC. J.
Bonsall answered that ideally they like to do all the work in August.

P. Jones asked whether there had been an evaluation of the aquatic life. C. Bernier answered that
they had initially last year when delineating.

Complete meeting: https://videoplayer.telvue.com/player/LGze1WqTsE8jwTKC--
4xu4kSh8jPjdol/playlists/2794/media/559275?autostart=false&showtabssearch=true&fullscreen=
false&jwsource=cl

Adjourned at 7:03 p.m.



