
P a g e  | 1 

Gamble Associates Wellesley Design Guidelines May 2018 

Wellesley Design Guidelines – Prior planning efforts  

 

1989 Design Guidelines  

- Document designed for and created by Design Review Board 

o Design Criteria:  

 Preservation and Enhancement of Landscaping 

 Relation of Buildings to Environment 

 Open Space 

 Signs and Advertising Devices  

 Heritage  

 Signs  

- Distinguishes between policy and recommendations  
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1997 Wellesley Lower Falls - Zoning, Urban Design, and Landscape Guidelines 

 

- Prepared by Goody Clancy  

- Includes Zoning recommendations, Urban Design and Landscape Guidelines, and Planning 

Proposal for Wellesley Lower Falls 

-  
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1997 Wellesley Square Forum 

 

- Held by the Planning Board 

- Consultant Team Van Orman & Associates, Daylor Consulting Group & McCabe Enterprises 

- Purpose of the Forum was to establish a vision for the Square’s future 
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1998 Wellesley Square Action Plan 

 

- Prepared by Larry Koff & Associates, Bluestone Planning Group, Todreas Hanley Associates, 

Ernie Zupancic  

- Builds off the results and goals of the Wellesley Square Forum  

- Four tasks: Formalize Role of Steering Committee, Implement Parking/Signage Plan, Initiate 

Planning for Village Square, Make Zoning/Permitting more user friendly  

- 
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2000 Recommendations for Organizing a Wellesley Square Partnership  

 

- Prepared by Community Investment Associates, Van Orman & Associates 

-  Recommendations include: Wellesley should pursue an independent Partnership organization, 

$ 80,000 - $90,000 budgeting, membership should be open to everyone who is interested, etc. 
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2001 Cedar Street – Land Use and Neighborhood Plan  

 

- Prepared by The Cecil Group, Abend Associates  

- The Plan addresses design and character, pedestrian convenience and safety, traffic mitigation, 

appropriate land use regulation, and open space integrity 
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2001 Route 9 Corridor Study in Wellesley  

 

- Prepared by the Central Transportation Planning Staff for the Massachusetts Highway 

Department 

- Requested by Massachusetts Highway Department 

- Goal: evaluate and development improvement options for intersections along Rout 9  
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2002 Linden Street Corridor Master Plan 

 

- Prepared by Dufresne Henry (Ted Brovitz!) 

- Goal: create a Linden Street Corridor Master Plan to implement the ideas. developed in a 2000 

visioning process.  

- The primary objective is to protect and improve public safety, operations and visual character, 

and economic vitality of the project area and residential neighborhoods. 

- Recommendations: 

o Post speed limit signs 

o Study further limited changes to curb cuts 

o Reconstruct sidewalks using concrete with brick accents 

o Place overhead utilities underground 

o Replace street lighting with historic fixtures 

o Provide one yellow blinking pedestrian light at primary crossing 

o Strengthen design of crosswalks for increased safety 

o Enhance street tree plantings and planter maintenance. 
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2003 Memo Wellesley Square Zoning Change Recommendations  

 

- Prepared by McGregor & Associates  

- Recommendations: 

o Create and enhance village center appearance of Wellesley Square; 

o Encourage more mixed uses, particularly more housing, to increase pedestrian traffic in 

the Square 

o Assess allowed and special permit uses, dimensional standards, and design review. 
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2003 Post Office Square Framework Plan 

- Prepared by StoSS landscape urbanism, Rizzo Associates 

- This Framework Plan for the proposed renovation of Post Office Square is an extension of 

the Town of Wellesley’s Comprehensive Plan and the Wellesley Square Forum 

- The proposed plan establishes clearly defined pedestrian plazas, groves, and amenities 

within a landscape space linked to the adjacent Hunnewell Park.  
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2005 Tailby Lot Feasibility Study 

- Prepared by Architerra 

- Study determines the financial and physical feasibility of developing the Tailby Lot  

o development of housing units as allowed by zoning (senior and affordable),  

o expanded parking (for employees and shoppers),  

o attractive open space,  

o increased revenues to the Town. 

- Market rate housing has to pay for parking structure, Town has financial gain over time  
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2008 Linden Street Blade Signs 

 

- Prepared by Development Design Group 
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2008 Wellesley West Gateway 

 

- Prepared by MetroWest 

- Suggestions: synthesize the redevelopment opportunities within the study area and the major 

themes and desires expressed by stakeholders 

- Recommendations: Create overlay district, Form based code, Low Impact Development, Chapter 

43 D, Mixed Use Development, Develop a Traditional Neighborhood Development Bylaw 

Provision ; Opportunities for Pedestrian and Bicycle Circulation and Links to and Between 

Existing Uses in the Area and to Other Destinations; Opportunities to Promote Transportation 

Demand Management and Public Transportation And/Or Links to Public Transportation, Chapter 

40R, 40S, Access Management Regulation 
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2008 Wellesley West Gateway 

 

- Prepared by Larry Koff & Associates, Bluestone Planning Group 

- The primary purpose of this Study is to build a consensus ‘Vision’ or ‘Plan’ for the future of the 

State Street Business District 

- Preferred Alternative includes the following recommendations  

o Maintain and strengthen State Street as a local retail service center; 

o Create a ‘gateway’ at the Washington / State intersection and a stronger ‘sense of place’ 

or ‘public focus’ – including a unique identity or name for the area; 

o 3. Create a ‘public gathering place or square’; 

o 4. Create a more friendly pedestrian business center environment; 

o 5. Investigate pedestrian safety improvements, new sidewalks, and traffic calming 

measures; and 

o 6. Provide sufficient public and private parking. 

- Create a State Street Overlay District  
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2009 Wellesley Walks - A comprehensive Pedestrian Program 

 

- Prepared by Nelson\Nygaard Consulting Associates  

- Defines Immediate Actions, Next steps, and long term Plans  

- Includes Pedestrian Enhancement Toolbox  
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2014 Parking regulations report  

 

- Prepared by Howard/Stein-Hudson Associates 

- RECOMMENDATIONS 

o Adopt Parking Placement and Site Design Standards 

o Adopt Standards for Sustainable Streetscape and Parking Areas 

o Additional New Off-Street Parking Regulations and Standards 

o Consistently Monitor Public Parking Occupancy and Turnover 

o Evaluate Public Parking Meter Rates, Timing and Enforcement 

o Plan for Long-Term Strategic Parking Expansion and many more! 
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2016 Route 9 Enhancement Study and Plan  

 

- Prepared by Howard/Stein-Hudson Associates 

- This report outlines issues and opportunities for ten key topic areas which are further divided 

into subsections: 

o Traffic 

o Water Management and Natural Resources 

o Roadway Design 

o Natural Gas Leaks 

o Pedestrians and Bicyclists 

o Maintenance 

o Specific Sites 

o Corridor Aesthetics and Identity 

o Public Transportation 

o Governmental Collaboration 
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2017 Branding and Wayfinding Project  

 

- Prepared by Favermann Design, Massachusetts Downtown Initiative 
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2017 Wellesley Comprehensive Plan Update 2007-2017 

 

- Prepared by Favermann Design, Massachusetts Downtown Initiative 

- Includes 10 key Comp Plan recommendations: 

o Encourage the creation of townhouses, condos, and multi-family housing types in 

commercial areas  

o Consider mandatory cluster development zoning for the few remaining large open 

space parcels that lack conservation restrictions  

o Explore enabling the establishment of Neighborhood Conservation Districts to preserve 

neighborhood character 

o Continue to restore and manage ponds to avoid eutrophication 

o Continue to improve the trails system by looking at ways to connects major open 

spaces and provide linkages to regional trails and open spaces  

o Study the potential for allowing additional development capacity in existing office 

parks in order to increase non-residential tax revenue  

o Implement new parking management programs in Town parking lots  

o Explore creating a new shuttle service between preferred destinations in order to 

reduce single-occupancy vehicle trips in Wellesley  

o Establish site plan review for large replacement houses to provide an opportunity to 

discuss design impacts on a street or neighborhood  

o Protect historic properties by enacting a Landmark Bylaw and designating individual 

properties as local landmarks  
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2018 DRAFT Unified Plan 

 

- Prepared by Stantec (ongoing) 

 

  


