
~ Would advise to keep a chicken 
wire fencing around young seedlings 
for a few years to help protect it 
from weedwackers and animals 
browsing them. ~ 

Arbor Day 2020 
 Common Persimmon 
Diospyros virginiana 

Deciduous Tree 
 

Fruit - delicious edible 
 berry when fully ripe 

Tree seedlings sponsored and supplied by 
the Wellesley Rotary Club, Wellesley 
DPW, Mass. Tree Wardens and the Na-
tional Arbor Day Foundation.  We hope 
you enjoy your tree for many years to 
come!  Websites of interest~  
www.arborday.org/kids and 
www.arboretum.harvard.edu/index.html  



If anybody has older siblings that have past 
trees that are living the DPW and the Wellesley 
Rotary Club would love to have a copy of a pic-
ture of your tree and with your child even bet-
ter. A digital copy would be easiest.  It can be 
sent to sjordan@wellesleyma.gov 

 Your tree is called a Common Per-
simmon and it’s scientific name is Di-
ospyros virginiana.  Persimmons are a 
native tree to the U.S. and grow to 
about 35-60ft tall and 20- 35ft; and 
about 12-24”/year.  Young trees habit 
can be pyramidal but will get more 
broad and rounded.  Interesting traits 
about your tree; has variable nice fall 
color and the bark in the winter can 
be showy when old having an interest-
ing grey/ black blocky texture.  Other 
good attributes are the fruit and 
flowers are great for pollinators such 
as bees and the Luna moth.  The fruit 
when ripened can be made into a deli-
cious pudding.  Prefers moist loam soil 
that is well drained and a sunny loca-
tion; tolerates drought very well and 
rocky soil and sun to partial shade.  
Can be slow at first to grow, but once 
it gets growing will grow well. 


