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TOWN OF WELLESLEY MASSACHUSETTS

i

MODERATOR

MARK KAPLAN TELEPHONE: (781)-237-3896
525 WASHINGTON STREET E-MAIL: MODERATOR@WellesleyMA . gov
WELLESLEY. MA 02482

June 8, 2020 DELIVERED BY EMAIL
Dear Board of Selectmen Members,

In view of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and the federal, state and local advisories to
practice social distancing and avoid the congregation of crowds, I request approval to conduct
Wellesley’s Annual and Special Town Meetings, scheduled to commence June 22, 2020, through
remote participation via Zoom videoconferencing platform in accordance with Chapter 92 of the
Acts of 2020 (the “Act”)(a copy is attached).

I'have determined, with the assistance of Board of Selectmen Chair Marjorie R. Freiman,
Executive Director Meghan Jop, Assistant Executive Director Amy Frigulietti, Information
Technology Director Brian DuPont, Communications Manager Stephanie Hawkinson, Town
Clerk KC Kato, and Town Counsel Tom Harrington and other members of Town staff, that the
Zoom videoconferencing platform is suitable to use to hold the town meetings; and I have
consulted with Joe Murray, local coordinator for the Americans with Disabilities Act (“ADA”),
and I have confirmed that these meetings will comply with the ADA.

[ hereby certify that: (A) I have tested the Zoom videoconferencing platform; and (B) the Zoom
videoconferencing platform satisfactorily enables the town meetings to be conducted in
substantially the same manner as if the meetings occurred in person at a physical location and in
accordance with the operational and functional requirements set forth in the Act.

[ further certify that the system provides for: (i) the moderator, town meeting members, town
officials and any other interested members of the public to identify and hear the moderator and
each town meeting member who attends and participates in the remotely-held town meetings, as
well as any other individuals who participate in the remotely-held town meetings; (ii) the ability
to determine whether a quorum is present; (iii) a town meeting member, town official or other -
individual to request recognition by the moderator without prior authorization; provided,
however, that, to the extent technologically feasible, the request is visible or audible to the public
in real time and upon review of the recording of the town meetings, preserved according to the



Act; (1v) the moderator to determine when a town meeting member wishes to be recognized to
speak, make a motion, raise a point of order or object to a request for unanimous consent; (v) the

moderator to recognize a town meeting member, town official or other individual to speak and to
enable that person to speak; (vi) the ability to conduct a roll call vote; (vii) any interested

members of the public to access the meetings remotely for purposes of witnessing the
deliberations and actions taken at the town meetings; and (viii) the town meetings to be recorded.

Sincerely,
Mark Kaplan, Moderator e B
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Chapter
of the Acts of 2020
THE CCMMONWEALTH O F MASSACHUSETTS
In the One Hundred and Ninety-First General Court
AN ACT RELATIVE TO MUNICIPAL GOVERNANCE DURING THE COVID-1% EMERGENCY.
wWhereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its

purpose, which is to protect forthwith both public health and the viability of

town meetings in the face of the state, national and global pub

emergencies existing as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, therxefore it is

hereby declared toe be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate

preservation of the public heaith and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in Gensral Court
agsambled, and by the auchor;ty of the same, as follows:

SECTION 1. Subsection f(al of saction 1 of chapter 45 of the acts of 2020
is hereby amended by striking out the words ''May 30, 2020'° and inserting in
place thereof the following words:- June 30, 2020.

SECTION 2. 8Said subsection (a) of said section 1 of said chapter 45 is

hereby further amended by striking out the words ‘‘June 30, 2020'' and
inserting in place thereof the following words:- August 1, 2020.

SECTION 3. 8aid chapter 45 i8 herveby further amended by insarting after
said section 1 the following section: -

SECTION 1A. The select board, board of selectmen, town council or bhoaxd
cof registrars may vote to eliminate a municipal caucus, scheduled to cccur
between Mavch 23, 2020 and July 31, 2020, if such board concludes that hcliding
the municipal caucus would constitute a threat to the public health and safety

due to the 2019 novel coronavirus, also known as COVID-18., In any town that

eliminates the municipal caucus, nomination papers shall be used to nominate
candidates pursuant to sections 7 and 10 of chapter 53 of zthe General Laws;
provided, however, that such nomination papers shall be sigﬁﬁd by not fewexy
than 10 registered voters of the town; provided, howsver, that te the extént
that the forty-ninth day prior to the date of <the election has passed,
nomination papers shall be made available immediately, and shall be returned
te the office of the board of registrars for certification no later than the
date designated by the town clerk, which shall be no earlier than 36 days and
no later than 32 days prior to the date of the election; provided further,
that candidates shall be notified if their names will be placed on the ballot
on the next business day after the deadline for filing, and the time for
filing withdrawals and objections shall expixe at 5:00 p.m. on the following

business day.
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SECTION 4. The second paragraph of sectlon 4 of said chapter 45 is
hereby amended by striking out the words “‘Junme 20, 2020 and inserting in
place thereof the following words:- August 1, 2020,

SECTION 5. Subsection {a) of section 5 of said chapter 4% is hereby
amended by striking out the words “‘June 30, 202077 and inserting in place
thereof the following words:- August 1, 2020,

SECTION 6. The second sentence of section 11 of chapter 53 of the acts

of 2020 is hereby amended by striking out the words ‘‘a city or town shall
not’’ and inserting in place thereof the fcllowing words:- a city, town ox

district shall not.

SECTION 7. (a) Notwithstanding section 13 of chapter 39 of the General
Laws or any other general or gpecial law, charter provision or by-law to the
contrary, a town may act by vote of its select board or board of selectmen, in
consultation and with the approval of the town moderator, to prescribe the
number of voters necessary Lo constitute a guorum at any town meeting held
during the governor’'s March 10, 2020 declaration of a state of emergency at a
number that is less than the nuwber that would otherwise be requirved by law,
town by-law or town charter; provided, however, that the number of votexrs
necessary to comstitute a guorum shall not be less than 10 per cent of the
numbeyx that would otherwise he required.

(b} The select board or board of selectmsn shall publish notice of its

intention te consider an adjustment of town meeting guorum regquirements under

o3

this section not less than 7 days before the vote of the select board or bhoard

e

of selectmen. The select board or board of sslectmen shall provide for

adequate means of public access that 11 allow interested members of the
public to clearly fcllow the deliberations of the select board or board of
selectmen on making a guorum adiustment as those delibsrations are occurring.

(c} WNot less than 10 days after a vote of the sslect board or boar@ of
selectmen to adjust the guorum reguirement undex this section, the town clerk
shall notify the attorney general of the adjusted quorum reguirement.

{d) All actions taken pursuant to this section ara*_hereby ratified,
validated and confirmed to the same extent as if the town méetihg had b§en

conducted in accordance with all other applicable laws, charter provisions
Pr ' v i

oxrdinances and by-laws.

SECTION 8. (a) DNotwithstanding any general or special law, charter
provision, oxdinance or by-law to the contrary, in order to address
disruptions caussed by the ocutbreak of the 2019 novel coronavirus, also known
as COVID-19, during the governor’'s Maxch 10, 2020 declaration of a state of
emergency, if the wmoderator in a town having a reprasentative town meeting
form of government determines that it is not possible to safely assemble ths
town mesting members and interssted members of the public in a common location
while complying with any applicable state or local orders, directives or

guidance concerning public assemblies, tha moderator may request that the




select board or board of selectmen of the town call for a represantative town

meeting to be held through remote participation, including, but not limited
to, by means of a video or telephone conferencing platform. Such a request by
the moderator to the select board or beard of selsctmen shall be in writing
and shall include, but =shall not be limited to: (i} the wmoderatoxr’s
determination and reguest to hold a town meeting through remote participation
in accordance with this sgection; (ii) the video or telephone conferencing
platfcorm the woderator has determined tc use to hold the town meeting; (iLii)

confirmation that the moderator has consulted with the local disability

icans with Disabilitiss Act

commission or rdinator for federal Am

compliance; and (iv) a certification by the moderator that: (A) the moderator
has tested the video or telephone conferencing platform; and (B) the platform
satisfactorily enables the town meeting to be conducted in substantially the

same manner as if the weeting occurred in p

rson at a physical location and in

accordance with the coperational and functional regquirements set forth in this

section.

A video or telephone conference platform used by a town meeting Ffor

remote participation under this section shall, at wminimum, provide Ffor the

ability for: (i) the woderator, town meeting members, town officials and any
other interested members of the public to identify and hear the moderator and
each town meeting member who attends and participates in the remctely-held
town mesting, as well as any other individuals who participate in the
remctely-held town meeting; {ii) the ability to determine whether a guorum is
present; (iii) a town meeting wmember, town official or other individual to
request recognition by the moderator without prior authorization; provided,
however, that to the extent technologically feasible, the reguast is visible
or audible to the public in real time and upon review of the recording of the
town mesting proceedings, preserved according to subsection (h); (iv) the

moderator to determine when a tovn meeting member wishes to be recognized to

speak, make a motion, raise a point of order or object to a request for

unanimous consent; (v) the moderator to recognize a town meating member, town

official or other individual to speak and to enabls that personm to speak; {vi)

call vote; (vil) any interested members of the

the ability te conduct a roll

public to access the meeting remotely for purposses of witnessing the
deliberations and actions taken at the town meeting; and (viii) the town
meeting to be recorded. Registersd voters residing in the town wishing to
participate in a remote town meeting conducted pursuant to this section shall

submit a request to participate te the town clerk not less than 48 hours in

advance

£ the town meeting. Upon receipt of the request and vevification of
the reguester’'s voter registration status, the clerk shall provide to the
requester instructions for participating in the remote town meeting.

{p) ot later than 10 business days following receipt of a written

request by the moderator for remote participation at a town meeting pursuant




to subsection (&), the select board or board of selectmen shall vote to
determine if the town meeting shall be held remotely by means of the video or
telephone conferencing platform requested by the moderator.

{¢) If the select boavrd or board of sgslectmen votes tc approve the
reguest of the moderator for remote participation at a town meeting and the
select board or board of selectmen has already issued a warrant pursuant to
section 10 of chapter 39 of the Gemeral Laws calling a town meeting to be held
not: later than June 30, 2020, the sslect board or board of selectmen shall, at
the same meeting of the board, approve and issug, in consultation with the
modsrator, a notice that expressly states: (i) that the town meeting shall be
held remotely by means of the video or telephone conferencing platform
requested by the wmoderstor; (ii) the date and time of the meeting; and (iii)
any information necessary for the moderator, ftown meeting members, town

officials and interested members of the public to access and witness the

deliberations and actions taken at the town meeting remotely.

The notice issued by the select board or board of selectmen shall be: (i)
accompanied by the written request of the mederator submitted to the select

board or board of selectmen under subsection (a); (il) filed and posted in

accordance with the requivements of subsection (b) of section 10A of chaptexr
39 of the deneral Laws; (iii) distributed to sach town mesting member; and
{iv} publicly posted not less than 10 days before the scheduled date of the
remote town meeting. The notice may inciude a date, time and place for the
town meeting to ke resumed if the town meeting does not vote to continue the
town meeting remotely pursuant to subsection (£).

(d) If the

et board or board o©of selectmen votes to approve the
request of the moderator for remote participation at a town meeting and the
select board or board of seslectmen has not yet issued a warrant for a town
meeting, the select board or board of selectmen shall approve and issue a
warrant pursuant to section 10 of said chapter 3% for the town meeting that
sxpregsly states: (i) that the town meebing shall be held remotely by means of
the video or telephone conferencing platform requested by thi moderator; (ii)
the date and time of the meeting; and (iii} any information ne;cesséry for the
moderator, town meeting members, town officials and interested members of the
public to access and witness the deliberations and actions taken at the town
meeting remotely.

The warrant issued by the select board or board of selectmen shall be:
{1} accompanied by the written vregquest of the moderator submitted to the
select board or board of selectmen under subsection {(a); and (ii}) Ffiled ium
accordance with said section 10 of said chapter 39, all other applicable laws
and any relevant provisions of the town charter or by-laws. The warrant may
include a date, time and place for the town meeting to be resumed if the town
meeting does not vote to continue the town meeting remotely pursuant to

subsection. (£) .




i through remote participation pursuant to this section sha
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{e) Not later than 5 business days after a vote of the select board or
board of selectmen to approve the request of the moderator to hold a town
meeting remotely pursuant to subsection (¢} or (4}, the town clerk shall
submit certified copies of the vote of the select board or becard of sslectmen
and the written resquest of the moderator to the attorney general.

{(f) Prior te taking up any business at a representative town meeting
held through remote participation under this section, the town mesting members
present and voting at the meeting shall vote on whether or not to commence
business at the town meeting remotely by means of the chosen video or
telephone conferencing platform. If the town meeting votes to continue
conducting the town meeting remotely, thenm the town meeting shall procesd by
remote participation to address the articles included in the warrant. If the

town meeting does not

e to continue conducting the town meeting remotely,
then the town meeting shall be adjourned to the date, time and place specified
in the notice or warrant under subsection (c) or (d). If no date, time and
place has been specified in the notice or warrxant, the town meeting shall
immediately be dissclved without taking any votes on any other matters and the

select board or board of selectmen may call the town meeting pursuant to a new

warrant that provides for the town meeting to be held in person at a physic

location in accordance with said section 10 of said chapter 39, all other

applicable laws and provisions of the town charter and by-laws.

(g) Aoy roll call vote taken at a representative town meeting held

be taken by any

‘weans that the moderator determines accurately and securaly records the votes

of those entitled to vote at the meeting, including, but not limited to, roll
call vote, electronic voting, voting by ballot, voting by phone cor any

combination thereof. The vote of each town meeting wamber on a roll call vote

shall be recorded and kept with the minutes of the town meeting.

i) A representative town meeting held remotely pursuant to this secticn
shall be recorded and the recording shall be preserved and made publicly
available on the town‘s website f£or not less than 3¢ days affer the conclusion

of the remote town meeting,

fe:}

(i} All actions taken during a remote town meeting held pursuant to thi
section are hereby ratified, validated and confirmed to the same extent ag if
the town meeting had been conducted in person and such actions are in
accordance with all other applicable laws, charter provisions, ordinances and
by-laws. »

SECTION 3. Notwithstanding section 9 of chapter 3% of the Gensral Laws
or any other general or special law, charter provision, ordinance or by-law to

the contrary, in order to address the disruptions caused by the 2013 novel

coronavirus, alsoc known as COVID-19, during the governor’s March 16, 2020
declaration of a state of emergency, a select board or board of selectmen, in

consultation with and with the approval of, the town moderator, may vote to

Ut
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hold town meeting ocutside the geographic limits of the town if the select
board or board of sslaectmen determines that it 1s not possible to adequately
conduct town meeting in a location within the geographic limits of the town in
a manner that ensures health and safety; provided, however, that a meeting for
the election by ballot of federal, state or other officers or the
determination of other matters that are to be determined by ballot at an
election shall bs held within the geographic limits of the town. The select
board or board of selectwen shall publicly post notice of the location of town
meeting to be held outside the geographic limits of the town not less than 10
days before the date of the wmeeting. Wothing in this section shall supersede
or otherwise affect the wvalidity of any special law, charter or by-law in
place before the governor’s March 10, 2020 declaration of a state of emergency
that provides for holding town meeting outside the geographic limits of the
Town.

SECTION 10. (a) Wotwithstanding section 5B of chapter 40 of the General
Laws or any other general or special law to the contrary, as a result cf the
outbreak of the 2019 novel coronavirus, also known as COVID-1%2, and the
effects of the governor’s March 10, 2020 declaration of a state cof emergency,
for fiscal year 2021, a town or city may suspend the dedication of revenues to
1 or more special funds for fiscal year 2021 when such revenues are dedicated
to a stabilization fund under said section SB of said section 40 or dedicated
to a special fund pursuant to special law, and such revenues shall during
fiscal year 2021 be credited to the general fund of the city or town.

{b) Notwithstanding said section 5B of said chapter 40 or any other
general or special law to the contrary, for fiscal year 2021, a city, town or
district may appropriate funds from any stabilization fund created pursuant to
said section 5B of said chapter 40 or special fund established by special law
for any lawful purpose notwithstanding the specifised purpose of the fund.

(¢} The cptions exercised pursuant to subsections {(a) and (b) shall be
exercised in a town with a town meesting form of government by a 2/3 vote of
its select board, board of selectmen or town council and, in'a city, by a 2/3
vote of its city or town council with the approval of the mayor or manager;
provided, however, that an option exercised pursuant to said subsection (b)
shall also require the approval of a city‘s or town’s school committee when
the stabilization fund has been established for educational purposes.

(d) Subsection ({(a) shall not apply to surcharges assessed pursuant to
section 39M of chapter 40 or chapter 44B of the Gensral Laws or any other
special fund established pursuant to the General Laws.

SECTION 11. Notwithstanaing section 32 of chapter 44 of the General Laws
or any other general or special law, chaxtaf provision oxr oxdinané& to the
contrary, if the mayor of a city is unable, as a result of the outbreak of the
2018 novel coronavirus, also kanown as COVID-19, and the effects of the

govarnor's March

2020 declaration of & .state of emergency, to submit an
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armual budget for fiscal year 2021 to the city council within 170 days as
required by the first paragraph of said section 32 of said chapter 44, the
time periods and deadlines set forth in said section 32 of said chapter 44 for
the mayor and city council to act on the annual budget shall be extended until
60 days afrer the texrmination of the governor’s March 10, 2020 declaration of
the state of emergency; provided, however, that within 30 days after the
termination of the declaration of emergency or om July 31, 2020, whichever is
earlier, the mayor shall submit to the city council the amnnual budget for
fiscal year 2021 for the purposes of said section 32 of said chapter 44 and
the time periods and deadliness set forth in said section 32 of said chapter 44
shall, if not inconsgistent with this section, otherwise thereafter apply; and
provided further, that notwithstanding said section 32 of said chapter 44 to
the contrary, the mayor may submit to the city council a continuing
appropriation budget for the city on a month-by-month basis for a peried not
to exceed 3 months i1f the city has not approved an annual budget for fiscal
year 2021 by June 30, 2020, as a result of the ocutbreak of COVID-19 and the
governor’s March 10, 2020 declaration of a state of emergency.

SECTION 12. (a){l) Notwithstanding sections 52 and %6 of chapter 41 of
the General Laws, a c¢ity or town may approve a payment for the period
beginning on or after March 19, 2020 through the remainder of fiscal year 2020
on an existing service contract for school or educaticn-related services
enterad into by the school committee or a service contract renegotiated ox
modified by the school committee in order to maintain the availability of and
access to the services secured under the underlying contract between the
parties; providea, that: (i) the underlying service contract was in effect
- before March 10, 2020 and the service contractor was unable to perform
services under the contract as a result of the disvupticns caused by the
outbreak of the 2019 novel coronavirus, alsc kuown as COVID-19 and effects of
tha'governcr’s March 10, 2020 declaration of a state of emergency; and (ii)
there are sufficient unencumbered available funds remaining for such payment
in the appropriation for the purpose. §

{2) Before any payment, the service contractor shall presént to the
approving authorities set forth in subsections (b) and (c), a sworn statem;nt
reporting grants, discounted loans ox other financial support that the service
contractor has received from a state, federal or local government as a result
of the ocuthreak of COVID-19 or, if the service contractor ﬁas not received any
such grants, discounted loans or other financial support, affirming that the
service contractor has not received, and shall not receive thereafter, any
such grants, discounted loans or other financial support. If the service
cantractor reports it has received grants, discounted loans or other financial
support from a state, federal or local government, the payments to the service
contractor made pursuant to this section and section 13 shall not exceed the

total amount to which the service contractor is eligible under the service
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contract less the amount the service contractor received in such grants,
disccocunted loans or other financial support and the sworn statement shall
include an attestation that the payment is not in excess of that amount.

(k)  In a city, the payment s forth in subseaction {a) shall be approved

by: (i) the school committee; (ii) a city auditor, accountant or other officer
having similaxr duties; and (iii) the chief executive officer of thas city as

defined in clause Fif

th B of section 7 of chapter 4 of the General Laws.

n a town, the payment set forth in subsection (a) shall be approved

by: (i} the school commitbee; (ii) a town accountant or other officer having
similar duties; and (iii) the chief executive ocfficer of the town as dafined
in c¢lause Fifth B of section 7 of chapter 4 of the General Laws.

(d)

iz section shall not apply to tuitions and rates set by the bureau
of purchased services within the operational services division‘pursuant to
section 22N of chapter 7 of the General Laws, which are set and are non-
negotiable for fiscal year 2020.

SECTION 13. {a) (1) Notwithstanding sections $2 and 56 of chapter 41 and
section 16A of chapter 71 of the Ceneral Laws, a regional school district may
approve a payment for the period beginning on or after March 10, 2020 through
the remainder of fiscal year 2020 on an existing service contract for scheol

or education-related services entered into by the regicnal school district or

a service contract renegotiated or modified by the regional gchool committee
in order to maintain the availability of and access to the services secured

undexr the underlying contract between the partie

provided, however, that:
(i) the underlying service contract was in effect before March 10, 2020 and
the service contractor was unabie to perform services under the contract as a
result of the governor‘s March 10, 2020 declaration of a state of emergency or
the outbreak of the 2019 novel coronavirus, also known as COVID-19: and (ii

there are sufficient unencumbered asvailable funds remaining for such payment
in the appropriation for the purpose.

1

{(2) Before any payment, the service contractor shall present tc thse

approving authorities set forth in subsec

ion (b}, a sworn sSatement reporting

grants, discounted loasns or other financial support that the service
contractor has receilved from a state, federal cor local government as a result
of the ocutbreak of COVID-19 or, if the service contractor has not received any
such grants, discounted leoans or other financial support, affirming that the
service contractor has not received, and sghall not receive thereafter, any
such grants, discounted loans or other financial support. If the service
contractor reports it has received grants, discounted loans or other financial
support from & state, federal or local government, the payments to the servics
contractor made pursuant to this section and ssction 12 shall not exceed the
total amount to which the service contractor is eligible under the service

contracte less the amount the service contractor raceived in such grants,
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discounted 1loans or other fipancial support and the sworn statement shall
,include an attestation that the payment is not in excess of that amount.
{b) The payment set forth in subssction (a) shall be approved by the

zendent for

regional school comanittee and a business managsr, assistant supevint
business or other employee with title of similar import and responsibilities
as those of a town accountant.

{c) This section shall not apply to tuitions and rates set by the bureau

of purchased services within the operational servi

division pursuant to

section 22N of chapter 7 of the Geperal Laws, which are set and are non-

negotiable for scal year 2020.

SECTION 14. (a} For purposes of this ~ion, ‘‘emergency educator
license’’ shall mean a license issued by the commissioner of elementary and
secondary education pursuant to subsection (b) and subject to the provisions
of this section.

(b} Notwithstanding section 38G of chiapter 71 of the General Laws or any
other general or special law to the contrary, in oxdsr to address disruptions
caused by the outbreak of the 2019 novel coreonavirus, also known as COVID-13

or the governor’'s March 10, 2020 declaration of a state of emergency, the

7

commiseioner of elementary and secondary education wmay issue emergency

educator licenses to individuals upon application to the commissioner. Ths

trjcommigssioner may issue emergency educator licenses during the period of the

state of emergency and for a period of 180 days after the termination of the
tate of emergency. An emergency educator license shall be valid throughk June
30, 2021 or a different time gpecified by the commissioner, unless ths
coﬁ&issioner suépends or revokes it for cause, pursuvant to standards and
procedures that shall be established by the board of elementary and secondary
education.

{c) To be eligible to receive an emergency educato license, an
indiyidual must possess a bachelor’s degree and must have been prevented from
completing the testing, demonstration of subject matter knowledge, coursework
or program requirements for an educator license as a result Rf the outbreak of

COVID-19 oxr the March 1¢, 2020 declavration of a state of em&rgencyﬁ Emergency

educator licenses shall be availlable only tc individuals seeking their fizst

Massachuse

academic and vocational teachex, specialist teacher,

administrator or professional support personnel licemse. Individuals shall

identify the field and lewvel of the lice

1s¢ sought in theilr application to the
commissioner. If the vregulations of the board of elementary and secondary
education regquire an underlying educator licenss, the ewmergency educator
license shall be available in that field only to individuals who hold the
underlying license.

(d}  Service of an employee under an emergency educator license shall not

under section 41 of chapter 71 of the General lLaws; provided, however, that if
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the ewployee obtains a temporary, initial, provisional or profes

as the emergency educator‘s lic

educator‘s license in the same f£i

June 30, 2021 or a different deadline specified by the commissioner and

continues to work for the same emg

service under the

0
ot
g
51
@
—

toward profes
{e} The commissioner form and manner cf applications

for the emergency educator r &y issus guidance or regulations for

the implementation of this

SECTION 15. Notwithstand

contrary,

the actions taken by any town in accordance with this

act or chapter 45 of the deadlines

new dates

for circulating, filing

consistent with the date tified,

validated and confirmed as authorized

the same and this act had bsen

SECTION 16. If this act does not

scheduled wmunicipal caucus or municipal election during the governor’s March
10, 2620 declaration of a state of emergency, the actions of the board of
selectmen, town council, city council and local election officials to postpone
a municipal caucus or municipal election shall be ratified, validated and
confirmed as if this act had been in place prior thersto.

SECTION 17. If this act does not take effect at lesast 15 days prior ﬁo
the date of a scheduled representative town meeting to be held during the
governor’'s March 10, 2020 declaration of a state of smergency, the actions of
a town moderater, select board or board of selectmen, and town meeting that
are substantially consistent with the requivements of section 8 shall be
ratified, validated and confirmed in all respects as if this act had been in
place prior thereto.

SECTION 18, Section 11 shall take effect on May 1, 2020.

£

House of Representatives, June é%‘ , 2020,

(ot

Preamble adopted, i SRS gdpeaker.
N s ‘
7
In Senate, June L{ ¢ 2020,

Preamble adopted,




the employee obtains a temporary, initial, provisional or professional
educator’s license in the same field as the emergency educator‘s license by
Jurnie 30, 2021 or a different deadline specified by the commissioner aund
continues to work for the same employer under the newly acquired license, the
service under the smergency educator license shall be counted as service
toward professional teacher status.

(e} The commissioner shall prescribe the form and manner cf applications
for the emergency educator license and may issue guidance or regulations for
the implementation of thisg section.

SECTION 15. WNotwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary,
the actions taken by any town to postpone an election in accordance with this
act or chapter 45 of the acts of 2020 or to postpone the statutory deadlines
for circulating, £iling and certifying pomination papers to new dates
consistent with the date of their rescheduled electicn shall be ratified,
validated and confirmed as though said chapter 45 had specifically authorized
the same and this act had been in place prior thereto.

SECTION 16. If this act does not take affect until after the dare of a
scheduled municipal caucus or municipal election during the governor’s March
10, 2020 declaraticen of a state of emergency, the actions of the board of
selectmen, town council, city council and lcocal election officials to postpona
a municipal caucus or municipal election shall be ratified, wvalidated and
confirmed as if this act had been in place prior thersto.

SECTION 17. If this act does not take effect at least 15 days prior ﬁo
the date of a scheduled representative town meeting to be held during the
governor’'s March 10, 2020 declaration of a state of smergency, the actions of
a town moderator, select board or board of gelectmen, and town meeting that
are substantislly consistent with the reguirements of section 8 shall be
ratified, validated and confirmed in all respects as if this act had been in
place prior thersto.

SECTION 18, 3ection 11 shall take effect on May 1, 2020.

%
House of Representatives, June *7L p 2020
/

Preamble adopted, ,  Speaker.

In Senate, June L{ ¢ 2020,
L%M f})
Preamble adopted, o sﬂ 4(£2mu~, . President.
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