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Zoning Board of Appeals Members Present: J. Randolph Becker
Robert W. Levy
Derek B. Redgate

BUSINESS MEETING

ZBA 2019-59, TOWN OF WELLESLEY/NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION, 438 WASHINGTON

STREET (HUNNEWELL FIELD)

Present on behalf of the Town of Wellesley were Dave Hickey and George Saraceno, Engineering Division.

The Chairman said that the matter before the Board was a request from the Department of Public Works
(DPW) regarding the softball field project and a proposed change to the roof type.

A Board member said that there was a request today from the Natural Resources Commission (NRC) to
continue the matter. The Chairman said that he spoke with the NRC Director about the nature of the request
before the Board tonight. He said that the question before the Board is if the change to the roof is a material
change that requires a public hearing. The Board member said that if the town will be coming back before
the Board with other minor modifications, it may be more efficient to hear all of them at the same time.

Mr. Hickey said that DPW has been allocated oversight over the construction project. He said that the
request is coming in two pieces because there are two unrelated issues. He said that the contractor worked
with DPW to present a change to keep the project on budget and on schedule, and they discussed that with
the NRC. He said that the proposed change that is before the Board tonight is for a change to a Cape Cod
salt box style roof, similar to what is at Lee and Reidy Fields. He said that the Board considered a similar
change at Lee Field to be a minor modification.

Mr. Hickey said that after speaking with the NRC and after the letter of request was sent to the Board, a
generous contributor to the project came forward to make further changes, which may not be supported by
the NRC. He said that his obligation is to the contractor to keep the project on budget and on schedule. He



said that the question before the Board is whether the change to the roof to be a little more consistent with
what is out in the general complex and similar to what they did at Lee Field is a minor modification. He said
the Board's decision will allow DPW to move forward with the project, regardless of what comes out of
further discussions with the NRC.

A Board member confirmed that the proposed change is for the roof at Hunnewell Field, which is between
Lee and Reidy Fields. He asked if Lee Field was complete. Mr. Hickey said that DPW included some
pictures of the Lee Field dugouts, as constructed. He said that the request is to build the same roof at
Hunnewell Field. He said that the rest of the building is slightly different. The Board member said that
when the Board originally permitted the project, a lot of the neighbors' concerns were about Lee Field, which
is much closer to the neighbors.

The Board confirmed that, other than the roof, the dimensions are all the same.

The Board voted unanimously to make a finding that the proposed roof change is a minor modification and
to approve the minor modification.



