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T

his
issue
includes
important
information about drinking water and
a call to action regarding mandatory
outdoor watering restrictions. These
restrictions were put in place after our
Morses Pond Treatment Plant was taken
off line due to elevated PFAS contaminant
levels. We are working to implement a
treatment solution as soon as possible
to get the Morses Pond Treatment Plant
back on line. In the meantime we're
relying more heavily on MWRA Water
to meet our water needs and we need
your help to conserve water especially
during the warm summer months. In this
issue you'll find articles with more details
on both the outdoor watering restrictions
and the PFAS contamination.
Related to water, I encourage you to
read the annual Drinking Water Consumer
Confidence Report for 2020. To reduce
paper and conserve resources, we have
made the Report available electronically
at www.wellesleyma.gov/water and hard
copies are available on request.
In this newsletter you'll also find tips
on reducing stormwater pollution,
information about the RDF and the 50th
anniversary of recycling in Wellesley.
Please also read an important reminder
to take extra care when you encounter
work zones so that our crews can
complete their work as safely as possible.
Finally, we've included construction
updates on the Great Plain Avenue
Roundabout project and the upcoming
Grove Street reconstruction project.
As we transition into the 'new normal' I'd
like to extend my sincere appreciation to
the DPW Staff that have worked hard over
the past year to maintain a high level of
service to the Town while overcoming
the many challenges that came with
the Covid-19 pandemic. Their efforts are
greatly appreciated!
We welcome all comments and
questions about DPW operations. Please
email us at dpw@wellesleyma.gov or visit
us on the website www.wellesleyma.gov
for more information. We also invite you
to follow us on our new Twitter page at
@WellesleyDPW for important notices and
updates.
Thanks for reading!
David Cohen, Director of Public Works
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Wellesley’s
Recycling & Disposal Facility (RDF)

I

n February 1971, a determined group
of environmentally-minded residents
founded Action for Ecology and
persuaded Wellesley’s dump supervisor
to set aside a small area where residents
could bring their glass to be recycled at
the Coca-Cola plant on Route 128.
Over the decades, Wellesley’s high-tech
Recycling and Disposal Facility (RDF) has
become a respected and highly used
resource recovery model. In FY2020,
Wellesley RDF recycled over 4,850 tons of
items. In sum, from 1971 through 2020 –
Wellesley has recycled over 195,000 tons.
As part of our Golden Anniversary, we
rebooted the Recyclable of the Month
educational campaign in February 2021.
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You’ll see program flyers at the RDF and on
our website wellesleyma.gov/1649.
We’re not done yet though. Recently
we’ve added food waste and mattresses
to the list of items that we accept. We’re
asking everyone to StepUp and help
keep waste out of the landfill and make
the next 50 years even better. Please join
us in our WasteWise Wellesley campaign
to
promote
sustainable
materials
management throughout the community.
To learn more about the history of
recycling in Wellesley, you can visit
wellesleyma.gov/1677
If you have questions, ask an RDF
employee, email us at dpw@wellesleyma.gov
or call the RDF at 781-235-7600 ext.3345.

APWA Snow & Ice Award

DPW Touch-a-Truck
and Fill-a-Truck

A

s part of National Public Works Week,
the DPW held a Touch-a-Truck and
Fill-a-Truck event on May 22nd. We were
joined by Wellesley’s Police Department,
Fire Department, and Natural Resources
Commission. This was a great opportunity
for the community to come check out
the big trucks that are so important to the
DPW operation. Thanks to the generosity
of those who attended we were able to
fill a truck with non-perishable food items
for the Wellesley Food Pantry. Thank you to
all who came out and we look forward to
seeing you again next year!

This year, the
Wellesley DPW won
an
award
for
Excellence in Snow
and Ice Control from
the American Public
Works Association.
We were recognized
for our use of liquid
deicing products,
technological
improvements, community outreach, and
our successful practice of pre-applying
brine before storms to reduce the amount
of salt needed on the roadways.
We would like to thank you for your
support and congratulate our snow
response staff for their success and
dedication to making our streets safer.
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GREEN ZONES
ELECTRIFICATION

O

ver the next few months the Park
& Tree Division plans on turning
four parks into Green or Emission Free
Zones. Gas powered equipment will
be replaced with cleaner, quieter,
and safer battery powered equipment
that will be used for routine grounds
maintenance in these areas.
The initial areas include Central
Park, Church Park, Tolles Parsons
Center and the Wellesley Police
Department. If successful, DPW plans
to expand the benefits of this initiative
to other locations in Wellesley.
Your DPW is enthusiastic about
the potential of developing Green
Zones and their positive impact in the
community.

RDF NEWS
RDF Online Permits
Did you know that
you can now apply
online for your RDF
Residential Permit? Visit the RDF Home
Page or wellesleyma.viewpointcloud.
com and click on the link to apply today.
Revised Reusable Area Hours
You can now Drop-Off and Shop at
The Reusable Area from 7:00 AM to 3:00
PM, Thursday through Saturday. We ask
that you limit time in the Reusable Area
to 10 minutes and guests must follow all
posted requirements.

RDF HOURS
M-W : 7:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon
TH-SAT : 7:00 a.m. – 3:45 p.m.
SUN : Closed (Dec - March)
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. (April - Nov)
The RDF is closed on
state holidays, including:
Independence Day – July 4thand 5th
Labor Day – September 6th
Columbus Day – October 11th
Veterans Day – November 11th
Thanksgiving Day – November 25th
Christmas Eve Day – December 24th
(closed at noon)
Christmas Day – December 25th
New Year’s Eve – December 31st
(closed at noon)
New Year’s Day – January1st
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Wellesley’s First Roundabout!

B

y the time this newsletter gets
circulated, the Department of Public
Works (DPW) and our contractor, JH
Lynch & Sons will have completed the
Town’s first roundabout roadway project
at the intersection of Great Plain Avenue,
Wellesley Avenue and Sever Street. The
project was under construction for about
11 months, although there was winter
season shut down period of 3 months.
The primary goal of the project was to
improve traffic safety, as there was a
history of accidents and near misses, but
the project also incorporated many other
important components including:
■ Bicycle and pedestrian impartments
■ Sidewalk Connectivity

■

Stormwater Improvements to reduce
impervious areas

We’re pleased to let you know that we’ve
attained a $382,000 MassDOT Complete
Streets grant to offset the cost of this
project. Remaining work includes seeding
to be completed later this summer. Project
details and updates will be posted on
wellesleyma.gov/328/Projects.
Please be mindful that this is a
substantial change in the traffic pattern
of this highly used intersection. Be safe
when traveling through the roundabout
as drivers, cyclists, and pedestrians may
need some time to adjust to the new
pattern.

Grove Street Reconstruction Project

T

he Grove Street Reconstruction
Project is scheduled to begin in
early July. A number of improvements
are included in the project to improve
the safety, mobility, and quality of this
major connector street. Some of the
improvements are:
■ Re-alignment of the Grove Street and
Dover Road intersection
■ Roadway pavement milling, overlay,
and bicycle sharrow markings
■ Installation of granite and bituminous
curbing
■ ADA sidewalk improvements
■ Drainage system improvements
■ A new sidewalk on the easterly side
from Longmeadow Road to Beard Way
■ The project is expected to be
completed by the end of November.
We appreciate your patience for delays
and detours that will be in effect at
various times throughout the project.
The Department of Public Works will
provide periodic updates to this project on
the Town’s website (www.wellesleyma.gov).

Sign up to receive Public Works Project
Updates via email at www.wellesleyma.
gov/list.aspx. You are also encouraged
to register for emergency alerts and traffic
updates (email / text message) from
the Wellesley Police Department.

Stay Connected

T

he DPW provides periodic
updates
to
projects
at
wellesleyma.gov/328 and important
announcements on our new Twitter
page @wellesleydpw. You can
also receive emails and texts on
specific projects by subscribing
to the Town’s ‘Notify Me’ service
at wellesleyma.gov/list.aspx. We
also encourage you to register
for emergency alerts and traffic
updates (email/text message) from
the Wellesley Police Department.
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CONFRONTING ELEVATED PFAS IN WELLESLEY

Information

T

ests
performed
in Spring 2021 by
the Water and Sewer
Division
confirmed
elevated levels of PFAS6
compounds at the
Morses Pond Wellfield,
one of three treatment
plants
supplying
drinking water to the
Town. The Morses Pond
plant was taken offline
until a treatment solution
can be implemented.
Currently, water for all
Wellesley residents and
businesses meets all
regulatory
standards
and is being supplied
by the Town’s two other
treatment plants and the Massachusetts
Water Resources Authority (MWRA).
PFAS6, or Per- and PolyFluorAlkyl
Substances are a collection of six identified
chemical compounds that have been
used since the 1950s to manufacture
consumer products including stainand water-resistant clothing, non-stick
cookware, and personal care products.
Due to health concerns, these compounds
are no longer used in the United States.

Phone Numbers

(781) 235-7600
Engineering .............. ext. 3315
Highway ....................ext. 3325
Park ...........................ext. 3335
RDF ............................ext. 3345
Water and Sewer .......ext. 3355
Director’s Office ........ ext. 3300
Customer Service ........ ext. 3364
Utility Bills.............3365 or 3369
We are now working to develop a
treatment solution to get Morses on-line
but in the meantime we need your help
to conserve water. Please see the article
on the Mandatory Alternate Day Outdoor
Watering restriction in this newsletter for
how you can help.
For more information visit our website
at wellesleyma.gov/water or email us at
dpw@wellesleyma.gov.

Roadway Work Zones Awareness for Residents

W

ith the spring season comes a flurry
of activity on public ways, including:
street resurfacing, pothole repair, hydrant
flushing, tree and plant trimming and
planting, and catch basin repair. If you’re
out and about in Wellesley, chances are
you’ll encounter one or more of our Park,
Highway, Water & Sewer, or Engineering
crews adjacent to public ways.
Roadway work zone safety awareness
should be in the minds of residents and
visitors walking, cycling, and driving
throughout town, just as it is for our DPW

employees. We do everything possible
to ensure public safety near work zones,
including using police details, warning
lights and signs. But your help is needed
to stay alert for changes to traffic flow in
and near roadway work zones.
Watch message boards for advance
notices of roadwork that may affect
your driving routes. Detours due to road
closures may lengthen your trip by a
few minutes. When you see a warning of
“roadwork ahead,” slow down and watch
for cones, barrels, equipment and, most

DPW Hours of Operation

Monday to Friday
7:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
EMERGENCY NUMBERS
Highway DPW
(for emergencies
after 3:00 p.m.)
781-235-7600
ext. 3322
To report a power outage:
781-235-7600 ext. 3390
importantly, workers in the road. Follow
lane changes marked by cones and
police officer directions as you proceed
through the work zone. For everyone’s
safety, concentrate only on your driving
while you pass through the work zone.
With your help, we can ensure public
safety and our employee safety in and
near work zones, and complete our work
in the safest most efficient way possible.

Help Keep Pet Waste Out of Wellesley’s Catch Basins!

W

hen pet waste is improperly
disposed of in catch basins,
it is picked up by storm water runoff
and washed into our waterways and
wetlands. Animal feces often end up in
ponds, streams, and wetlands causing
significant water pollution.
Decaying pet waste consumes oxygen
and sometimes releases ammonia.
Low oxygen levels and ammonia can
damage the health of fish and other
aquatic life. Pet waste carries bacteria,

viruses, and parasites that can threaten
the health of humans and wildlife. Pet

waste also contains nutrients that promote
weed and algae growth. Cloudy and
green, Eutrophic water makes swimming
and recreation unappealing or even
unhealthy.
Dog owners can help prevent
contamination of local waterways,
wetlands and parklands from dog
waste by picking up after their dog
and disposing of the waste in a proper
trash receptacle. Help keep Wellesley`s
environment clean and healthy!
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D epartment of Public Works
Mandatory Alternate Day Outdoor Watering Schedule

T

he DPW is requiring all Wellesley water
customers to follow an alternate
day
outdoor
watering
schedule.
This mandatory water conservation effort is
due to a reduction in our water supply and
due to warmer and drier weather than usual.
■

■
■
■
■

Effective immediately:
Outdoor landscaping and lawns may
only be watered on an every-otherday cycle based on odd/even street
addresses.
Odd Address = Tue, Thu, Sat
Even Address = Wed, Fri, Sun
No outdoor watering on Monday
Outdoor watering may only be done
before 9 a.m. and after 5 p.m. Daytime
watering is prohibited.

Water in Wellesley is safe but in limited
supply since the Morses Pond water
treatment facility is currently offline due to
tests that showed higher than approved
levels of PFAS chemicals. Water is currently

being provided to Wellesley households
from the Town’s other treatment plants,
and the Massachusetts Water Resources
Authority (MWRA) Quabbin and Wachusett
reservoirs. This water meets all MassDEP
water quality standards.
Additional Recommendations:
Reduce automatic irrigation system
watering by 20%
■ Follow Natural Resources Commission
recommendations for heathy lawns
wellesleyma.gov/517
■ Fix water leaks. Here are the common
culprits:
■ Irrigation systems
■ Faucets
■ Showerheads
■ Toilets
For more information on general water
conservation see the DPW website at
wellesleyma.gov/water.
Email us at dpw@wellesleyma.gov with
any questions. Thank you!

Drinking Water
Consumer Confidence
Report 2020 is Online.

T

he Town of Wellesley
Department of Public
Works’ Drinking Water
Consumer
Confidence
Report for the year 2020
is now available online at
wellesleyma.gov/water. If
you would like to receive
a printed copy by mail
call us at 781 235 7600 x3355 or email us at
dpw@wellesleyma.gov.

■

Questions, comments, concerns...
please contact us.
Call 781-235-7600,
email dpw@wellesleyma.gov
or mail to:
Department of Public Works
Attn: Management Services
20 Municipal Way
Wellesley Hills, MA 02481-4925

