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APPLICATION OVERVIEW
Applications for Eligibility Notice and Preservation Determination were submitted on
September 26, 2017 indicating the intent to demolish, in its entirety, a building located
on the property and used as a dwelling. An Eligibility Notice was issued on September
28, 2017 determining the subject building to be an Eligible Building. A public hearing
before the Historical Commission was scheduled for October 23, 2017.
DESCRIPTION
In consideration of the application for Eligibility Notice, it was determined that the
dwelling was constructed at least as early as May 10, 1923. Records do indicate that a
building was located on the property prior to this date, in January 1921 (as 38 Brook
Street) and in 1897; however, it is not clear whether this building was demolished in
association with a building permit issued in 1923, or if the permit involved work to
renovate the building.
The lot, when created in 1921, was identified as being a part of the “Richardson Estate.”
In 1923, at the time of the noted building permit, the property was owned by Helen
Palmer; in 1939 the property was transferred to John and Lula Egan, then to Jane
Alexander in 1971, then to Kevin Gillis in 1985, and then to the current owner in 1990.
The dwelling is best characterized as American National Folk of indeterminate subtype.
It is single-story structure with a front gable bay window. Records indicate the structure
was altered with the addition of porches and decks in 1990 and 1991.
PRESERVATION DETERMINATION STANDARDS
In consideration of a Preservation Determination for the building, the Historical
Commission is to determine whether or not the building should be Preferably Preserved,
a term defined as a building “the demolition of which that is proposed…would be
detrimental to the historical or architectural heritage of the Town because such Building
is (i) importantly associated with one or more historic persons or events, or with the
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architectural, cultural, political, economic or social history of the Town, the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts or the United States of America, (ii) historically or
architecturally important by reason of period, style, method of building construction or
association with a particular architect or builder, either by itself or in the context of a
group of Buildings, or (iii) located within one hundred fifty (150) feet of the boundary line
of any federal or local historic district and contextually similar to the Buildings located in
the adjacent federal or local historic district.”
If the Commission determines that the Building should be Preferably Preserved, then no
Demolition Permit with respect to such Building shall be issued until twelve (12) months
after the date of the Preservation Determination.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff is of the opinion that the subject building is not (i) associated with one or more
historic persons or events, or with the architectural, cultural, political, economic or social
history of the Town, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts or the United States of
America, (ii) historically or architecturally important by reason of period, style, method of
building construction or association with a particular architect or builder, either by itself
or in the context of a group of Buildings, or (iii) located within one hundred fifty (150)
feet of the boundary line of any federal or local historic district and contextually similar to
the Buildings located in the adjacent federal or local historic district.
With respect to standard (ii), while it is at least known that the house at 36 Brook Street
is from the same period, these houses are distinctly different in style and, in Staff’s
opinion, this home is of marginal historical or architectural value independently or in the
context of other buildings and does not justify preservation.
Therefore, based upon the above, Staff is of the opinion that demolition of the
subject building would not be detrimental to the historical or architectural
heritage of the Town and recommends that the Historical Commission determine
that the building should not be deemed Preferably Preserved.
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WELLESLEY HISTORICAL COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER PRESERVATION DETERMINATION
FOR A BUILDING LOCATED AT 42 BROOK STREET
Public Hearing to be held by the Historical Commission at a meeting to begin at
7:00 p.m. on Monday, October 23, 2017 in the Great Hall in Town Hall, 525
Washington Street
In accordance with Article 46C, Historic Preservation Demolition Review, of the Town of
Wellesley Town Bylaws, the Wellesley Historical Commission will hold a public hearing to
consider whether or not a building used as a dwelling at 42 Brook Street, constructed on or
prior to December 31, 1949 and intended to be demolished, should be preferably
preserved.
Persons interested in this matter are encouraged to call the Planning Department for more
information: 781-431-1019 x2232. The application and related materials may be reviewed
at the Planning Department, Town Hall, 525 Washington Street, Wellesley MA 02482.
Michael D. Zehner, AICP
Planning Director
(10/05/2017)

