STAFF REPORT
Town of Wellesley - Planning Department

Application: DR-17-21 - 47 MacArthur Road - Preservation Determination
Subject Property: 47 MacArthur Road (Assessor’s Parcel ID # 172-1)
Applicant: Dennis Miller and Susan Braunhut
Property Owner: Dennis Miller and Susan Braunhut
Date: Report prepared 11/9/2017 for 11/13/2017 Historical
Commission Meeting
Staff Contact: Michael Zehner, Planning Director
Staff Recommendation: Not Deemed Preferably Preserved
APPLICATION OVERVIEW
Applications for Eligibility Notice and Preservation Determination indicating the intent to
demolish the dwelling at 47 MacArthur Road in its entirety were submitted on October 3,
2017. An Eligibility Notice was issued on October 19, 2017 determining the building to
be an Eligible Building. A public hearing before the Historical Commission was
subsequently scheduled for November 13, 2017.
DESCRIPTION
In consideration of the application for Eligibility Notice, it was determined that
construction of the oldest portion of the building commenced on September 3, 1948
based on the issuance of a Building Permit for the construction of a “Dwelling” on that
date. The permit identified the owner of the property to be James E. Brown, Jr. and the
builder to be Patrick Sheridan. The property was purchased by Mr. Brown and his wife,
Natalie A. Brown, from the Town of Wellesley Veteran’s Housing Committee in August
1948, the presumption being that Mr. Brown was a veteran. The lot is located in “The
Woodlands” subdivision, created in 1947 to provide housing needs for veterans and
their families.
Ownership of the property was transferred from the James and Natalie Brown to
Gordon and Marjorie Dalrymple in 1956, then to Kenneth and Lee Rush in 1963, then to
Gordon and Sally Jones in 1966, then to John and Mary Chan and Julia Chen Chu-Yan
and Zuen-Yuen Chen in 1968, then solely to Julia Chen Chu-Yan and Zuen-Yuen Chen
in 1969, then to Greater Providence Trust Company in 1970, then to Frederick Balboni
and Nino Guarino in 1972, then to Richard B. Tyacke and Francine J.M.T. Tyacke in
1974 and to Francine Tyacke solely in 1979, then to Mitchell E. Freedman and Deborah
Freedman in 1979, and then to the current owners in 1982.
The architecture of the dwelling is best characterized as Modern, of the Minimal
Traditional subtype. Based on permit records an additions were made in 1951 and 1986
(two-story addition).

Page 1 of 2

DR-17-21 - 47 MacArthur Road - Preservation Determination
Staff Report prepared 11/9/2017 for 11/13/2017 Historical Commission Meeting

PRESERVATION DETERMINATION STANDARDS
In consideration of a Preservation Determination for the building, the Historical
Commission is to determine whether or not the building should be Preferably Preserved,
a term defined as a building “the demolition of which that is proposed…would be
detrimental to the historical or architectural heritage of the Town because such Building
is (i) importantly associated with one or more historic persons or events, or with the
architectural, cultural, political, economic or social history of the Town, the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts or the United States of America, (ii) historically or
architecturally important by reason of period, style, method of building construction or
association with a particular architect or builder, either by itself or in the context of a
group of Buildings, or (iii) located within one hundred fifty (150) feet of the boundary line
of any federal or local historic district and contextually similar to the Buildings located in
the adjacent federal or local historic district.”
If the Commission determines that the Building should be Preferably Preserved, then no
Demolition Permit with respect to such Building shall be issued until twelve (12) months
after the date of the Preservation Determination.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff is of the opinion that the subject building is not (i) associated with one or more
historic persons or events, or with the architectural, cultural, political, economic or social
history of the Town, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts or the United States of
America, (ii) historically or architecturally important by reason of period, style, method of
building construction or association with a particular architect or builder, either by itself
or in the context of a group of Buildings, or (iii) located within one hundred fifty (150)
feet of the boundary line of any federal or local historic district and contextually similar to
the Buildings located in the adjacent federal or local historic district.
With respect to standards (i) and (ii), this dwelling is certainly important due to its
connection to the Town’s commendable efforts to develop housing for veterans;
however, Staff is of the opinion that the dwelling has been changed significantly and is
no longer representative of its original form, thereby impacting its importance.
Therefore, based upon the above, Staff is of the opinion that demolition of the
subject building would not be detrimental to the historical or architectural
heritage of the Town and recommends that the Historical Commission determine
that the building should not be deemed Preferably Preserved.
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